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Plate 1. Psoralea margaretiflora C.H. Stirton & V.R. Clark A Flowers B flower, face view C main stem 
wood D mature plant E coppicing plant in bare ground F typical mountain habitat (in this case Goew-
ermentsberg, Kamdebooberge) G coppicing plant in mature vegetation. Photos A & F by Ralph Clark; 
B – E, & G by Charles Stirton.
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2b Slender woody shrubs to 3m tall with lax virgate untidy spreading habit; 
young seasonal shoots arching, glaucous; 3-foliolate at the base of seasonal 
shoot, 1(3)-foliolate thereafter; flowers 1 (2) per axil; nectar guide bright yel-
low with very small white V-shaped apex surrounded by violet flashes, veins 
violet ....................................................................................... P. oligophylla

3a Reseeder; flowers as long as or shorter than the subtending leaflets; leaflets 
dark green, flattish, 1.5‒4.5 mm wide; calyx hairy ....................... P. latifolia

3b Resprouter; flowers longer than the subtending leaflets; leaflets yellowish 
green, somewhat canaliculate, less than 1 mm wide; calyx sparsely hairy .......
 .......................................................................................................P. glabra 

Distribution and ecology. P. margaretiflora is abundant on the lower and mid-
Escarpment slopes (1 200–1 800 m) of the Sneeuberg, Graaff-Reinet District, being 
concentrated on the Kamdebooberge, Koudeveldberge and Toorberg in the west, and 
from the Nardousberg to Aasvoëlkrans (behind Pearston) in the east. P. margaretiflora 
can form dense stands, and is a typical component of riparian thicket/bush vegetation 
along streams, but is not restricted to such habitats. The vegetation types of which 
this species inhabits are difficult to classify. It occurs variously in Karoo Escarpment 
Grassland / “Afromontane Grassland” verging into Mountain Fynbos, and also occurs 
in closed Otholobium macradenium shrubland. The plant grows primarily on rich turf 
soils and colluvium associated with dolerite. On the Boschberg – the eastern, wetter 
end of the Sneeuberg – P. margaretiflora is replaced by P. glabra.

Flowering takes place between October and January but can occur as late as April.
Etymology. The plant name alludes to the appearance of its pearl white flowers as 

seen in early morning mountain mist and is derived from margaritaceus (L) = pearl-like.
Other specimens examined. South Africa: Eastern Cape: Graaff-Reinet Dist.:

Petersburg, Asante Sana Private Game Reserve, Suurkloof in the Sneeuberg, ca. 32°16'S 
25°00'E (3225AC), thicket-shrubland on lower slopes, 1 300 m, December 2005, 
V.R. Clark & G. Coombs 101 (GRA! PRE!). 

Farm Stockdale 387, Sneeuberg, in upper reaches of Naudeshoekspruit valley, 
32°26'19"S 25°14'56"E (3225AD), montane riparian shrubland, 1 461 m, Octo-
ber 2006, V.R. Clark & S. Ramdhani 197 (GRA!).

Farm Onbedacht 294, eastern slopes of Koudeveldberge (Sneeuberg), 32°10'14"S 
24°03'06"E (3224AA), Afro-montane grassland-shrubland, 1 600–1 800 m, No-
vember 2006, V.R. Clark & T. Te Water Naudé 140 (GRA!).

Farm Buffelshoek 25, Sneeuberg, lower slopes west of Aasvoëlkrans, 32°26'6"S 
25°12'3"E (3225AC), along watercourse in kloof in Olea europaea riparian thicket, 
1 204 m, November 2007, V.R. Clark & M.C. Rose 20 (GRA!). 

Farm Onbedacht 294, Koudeveldberge (Sneeuberg), 32°11'S 24°03"E (3224AA), af-
ro-montane shrubland along stream, 1 600 m, December 2007, V.R. Clark & C. 
Pienaar 369 (GRA!).
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Farm Oaklands 104, mid- and lower slopes of Goewermentsberg, Kamdebooberge, 
32°21'15"S 23°53'27"E (3223BD), Afro-montane grassland-fynbos-shrubland, 1 
421 m, April 2008, V.R. Clark & I. Crause 140 (BOL! GRA! PRE!).

Farm Oaklands 104, lower slopes of Goewermentsberg, Kamdebooberge, 32°20'58"S 
23°54'31"E (3223BD), Afro-montane grassland-fynbos-shrubland, 1 283 m, De-
cember 2008, V.R. Clark & C. Cloete 1 (BOL! GRA! K! NSW! PRE!). 

Plaas 96, Kamdebooberge, 32°23'35"S 23°50'35"E (3223BD), upper slopes of moun-
tain in shrubland, January 2011, V.R. Clark, C.H. Stirton & P. Weston 2 (BOL! 
GRA! K! NSW! PRE!).

Farm Oaklands 104, mid-slopes of Goewermentsberg, Kamdebooberge, 32°21'15"S 
23°53'27"E (3223BD), Afro-montane grassland—fynbos-shrubland, 1 421 m, 
January 2011, V.R. Clark, C.H. Stirton & P. Weston 91 (BOL! GRA! K! NSW! 
PRE!).
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