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Novitates Gabonenses 83. Two new species of Cola (Sterculiaceae s.str.) 
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INTRODUCTION

The African genus Cola with 100–125 species (Cheek 2002) 
is much in need of a thorough revision. The genus, at least for 
Lower Guinea, is far from being well known. The following 
may be illustrative for this situation. Prior to the taxonom-
ic treatment of Cola for the second edition of the Flora of 
West Tropical Africa (FWTA) (Keay & Brenan 1958), Bre-
�Q�D�Q���	���.�H�D�\�����������������G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���Q�L�Q�H���Q�H�Z���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���À�R�U�D����
�2�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �Q�H�Z�� �W�R�W�D�O�� �R�I�� ������ �V�S�H�F�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�X�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �À�R�U�D��
eight occur in Upper Guinea, 22 in Lower Guinea, and 12 
species in both subdivisions. However, in addition to these 
42 species, two species were mentioned as being imperfectly 
known and seven entities (species A–G) were added repre-
�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���� �7�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�� �L�V�� �D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W��
for Gabon. Since the publication of a treatment of the ge-
nus Cola for the Flore du Gabon (Hallé 1961) only one new 
species, Cola lizae N. Hallé (Hallé 1988), has been added 
�W�R���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���À�R�U�D�����E�X�W���W�K�H��Checklist of Gabonese Vascu-
lar Plants�����6�R�V�H�I���H�W���D�O�����������������O�L�V�W�H�G�����������X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���F�R�O�O�H�F-
tions, of which, at least some, may represent new species. 
�,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�H�Z���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���R�I�W�H�Q���L�V���K�D�P�S�H�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���O�D�F�N��
of a good structure within this large genus, i.e. a subgeneric 
division, whether at subgeneric or sectional level or even  
below it. 

Schumann (1900) monographed Cola and divided it 
into six subgenera: Protocola K.Schum. with one spe-
cies, Chlamydocola K.Schum. also monotypic, Haplocola 
K.Schum. with 19 species, Cheirocola K.Schum. and Auto-
cola�� �.���6�F�K�X�P���� �H�D�F�K�� �Z�L�W�K�� �¿�Y�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�H�V���� �D�Q�G���� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\����Anomo-
cola K.Schum. also with one species only, 32 species in total. 

The subgenus Autocola contains the type of the genus, Cola 
acuminata (P.Beauv.) Schott & Endl., and should now be 
called subgenus Cola. 

Chevalier & Perrot (1911) recognised forty species of 
Cola. They discussed Schumann’s subdivision, repeated-
ly mixing up the ranks subgenus and section (also, at least 
once, by Schumann in 1902), and translated Schumann’s 
key to the subgenera into French. They found that the sub-
genus Anomocola should be united with Autocola, because 
the single species of the former (C. anomala K.Schum.) is 
considered to be a synonym of C. verticillata (Thonn.) Stapf 
ex A.Chev. (= C. vera K.Schum. = C. nitida (Vent.) Schott. 
& Endl.) of the latter. As regards Schumann’s Autocola, the 
subgenus with the cultivated species, they proposed a sub-
division in two sections (subgenera?): Eucola for the two 
cultivated species C. acuminata and C. vera K.Schum. (= C. 
nitida (Vent.) Schott & Endl.) and Macrocola for the remain-
ing three species. 

Baker (1913) adopted Schumann’s subdivision and added 
a new subgenus Schizocola to accomodate Cola schizandra 
Baker f.. Pellegrin (1921) and Exell (1927) referred to Schu-
mann’s subgenera as sections. Schumann’s subdivision was 
scarcely mentioned by Pellegrin (1951) in his taxonomic 
work on the 44 species of Cola he recognised as occurring 
in  Gabon. 

Hallé, prior to his treatment of the Sterculiaceae for the 
Flore du Gabon (Hallé 1961), presented a new subgeneric di-
vision of Cola at the AETFAT meeting in Lisbon in 1960. His 
subdivision, published two years later (Hallé 1962), includes 
eight subgenera, as well as some sections, and was employed 
�E�\�� �K�L�P�� �L�Q�� �K�L�V�� �À�R�U�D�� �W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���� �F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�� ������ �V�S�H�F�L�H�V�� �L�Q��Cola 
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REGULAR PAPER

Background and aims – The existing subdivisions of the large genus Cola of the Sterculiaceae s.str. are 
�E�U�L�H�À�\���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���X�V�H�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V���D�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�H�Z�O�\���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���L�V���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G����
Material and methods – Normal practices of herbarium taxonomy have been applied to study all herbarium 
available mainly at BR, K, LBV, P, and WAG. 
Key results – Two new species of Cola from Gabon are described. They belong to a group of species that 
�K�D�Y�H���R�Q�O�\�� �V�K�R�U�W�O�\���S�H�W�L�R�O�H�G���O�H�D�Y�H�V�����$�� �N�H�\�� �W�R���D�Q�G���D���V�\�Q�R�S�V�L�V���R�I�� �W�K�H���¿�Y�H���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���R�I�� �W�K�L�V���J�U�R�X�S���L�Q���*�D�E�R�Q���L�V��
presented. The two new species and C. letestui, which also has only shortly-petioled leaves, are illustrated.
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