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Background and aims —The existing subdivisions of the large genus Giflthe Sterculiaceae s.str. are
EULHA\ SUHVHQWHG DQG WKHLU XVHIXOQHVV DV UHJDUGYV WKH LG
Material and methods — Normal practices of herbarium taxonomy have been applied to study all herbarium
available mainly at BR, K, LBV, P, and WAG.

Key results — Two new species of Cola from Gabon are described. They belong to a group of species that
KDYH RQO\ VKRUWO\ SHWLROHG OHDYHV $ NH\ WR DQG D VI\QRSV
presented. The two new species and C. leteshich also has only shortly-petioled leaves, are illustrated.
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INTRODUCTION The subgenus Autocotaontains the type of the genus, Cola
) _ ) acuminata(P.Beauv.) Schott & Endl., and should now be

The African genus Cola with 100-125 species (Cheek 200&}|led subgenu€ola.
is much in need of a thorough revision. The genus, at least for Chevalier & Perrot (1911) recognised forty species of

Lower Guinea, is far from being well known. The foIIowingC0|a_ They discussed Schumann’s subdivision, repeatec
may be illustrative for this situation. Prior to the taxor-10m|y mixing up the ranks subgenus and section (aiso at lea
ic treatment of Coldor the second edition of the Flora Ofonce, by Schumann in 1902), and translated Scr;umann
West Tropical Africa (FWTA) (Keay & Brenan 1958), Bre- key to the subgenera into French. They found that the sut
QDQ .HD\ GHVFULEHG QLQH QdiéKsohbdshHodi be Walteh With Ritddolpecause
21 WKHLU QHZ WRWDO RI ~ VSHFLHpe diRglé spekigs ofthie toinek €. Whbrhala R BcHU.) i
eight occur in Upper Guinea, 22 in Lower Guinea, and l¢onsidered to be a synonym of C. verticill§Tonn.) Stapf
species in both subdivisions. However, in addition to thesg A.Chev. (=C. vera K.Schum. = C. nitid@/ent.) Schott.

42 species, two species were mentioned as being imperfetlyendl.) of the latter. As regards Schumann’s Autoctite
known and seven entities (species A-G) were added repeggenus with the cultivated species, they proposed a su
VHQWLQJ XQLGHQWL,¢HG PDWHULD Qivisiok th tW® Eettiofd- (sigekbrh Budblalcr the bthid Q \
for Gabon. Since the publication of a treatment of the geultivated species C. acuminata aBdvera K.Schum. (= C.
nusColafor the Flore du Gabon (Halleé 1961) only one newnitida (Vent.) Schott & Endl.) antMacrocolafor the remain
speciesCola lizae N. Hallé (Hallé 1988), has been addethg three species.

WR WKDW FRXQWlhegistARAabneBeXMASCW K Hqyer (191:l%éadopted Schumann'’s subdivision and adde
lar Plants 6 RVHI HW DO OLVWHG 3 nefvQulbgeiie Wehiedd deadeddMdddicola schizandra
tions, of which, at least some, may represent new specigaker f.. Pellegrin (19291% and Exell (1927) referred to Schu:
' GHQWL¢(FDWLRQ RI QHZ PDWHULD %%hWﬁj&;eEé(a KPR SibhY ehumAnNS KitbdWisidn W
of a good structure within this large genus, i.e. a subgeneggarcely mentioned by Pellegrin (1951) in his taxonomic
division, whether at subgeneric or sectional level or evefork on the 44 species of Cole recognised as occurring
below it. in Gabon.

Schumann (1900) monographed Calad divided it Hallé, prior to his treatment of the Sterculiaceae for the
into six subgeneraProtocola K.Schum. with one spe- Flore du Gabon (Hallé 1961), presented a new subgeneric c
cies, Chlamydocola K.Schum. also monotypidaplocola vision of Colaat the AETFAT meeting in Lisbon in 1960. His
K.Schum. with 19 species, Cheirocola K.Schum. and Autsubdivision, published two years later (Hallé 1962), includes
cola . 6FKXP HDFK ZLWK ¢YH X®iHd- L ldight sDiigehera; § W€l @s some sections, and was employ
cola K.Schum. also with one species only, 32 speciesintotadE\ KLP LQ KLV ARUD WUHDW P HQaVv
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