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Abstract. The Mozambique scorpionfish, Parascorpaena mossambica (Peters, 1855), is recorded for the first
time from the Gulf of Aqaba, Red Sea, based on a specimen collected at the north beach of Eilat, Israel at a depth
of 10 m. This finding also confirms the occurrence of the species in the Red Sea which was previously based on

a doubtful record.
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The Mozambique scorpionfish, Parascorpaena
mossambica (Peters, 1855), was supposed to be wide-
spread from east Africa to the Marquesas Islands, but was
recently restricted by Motomura et al. (2011: 63) to the
Indian Ocean, reaching from east Africa to western In-
donesia. Outside this range, the species was recorded (as
Scorpaena longicornis) from Sudan, Red Sea in check-
list by Bamber (1915: 484), without any further data. The
Red Sea record was cited but not discussed by several
authors, but as no specimen was available and no infor-
mation about the record had been provided, Golani and
Bogorodsky (2010: 64) came to the conclusion that the
record of P. mossambica could not be confirmed.

The genus Parascorpaena Bleeker, 1876 comprises a
total of 8 valid species (Eschmeyer and Fricke 2015, mod-
ified according to Motomura et al. 2011): Parascorpaena
armata (Sauvage, 1873) from the western Pacific;
Parascorpaena aurita (Riippell, 1838) from the Red
Sea and East Africa to Australia, Andaman Sea, Philip-
pines, Indonesia to Taiwan; Parascorpaena bandanensis
(Bleeker, 1851) from Singapore, Indonesia and the Phil-
ippines; Parascorpaena maculipinnis Smith, 1957 from
East Africa to the western Pacific Ocean; Parascorpaena
mcadamsi (Fowler, 1938) from South and East Africa,
Comores and La Réunion Island east to Marshall Islands,
north to Taiwan, south to Western Australia, Queensland

(Australia), New Caledonia and Society Islands;
Parascorpaena mossambica from East Africa to western
Indonesia; Parascorpaena moultoni (Whitley, 1961) from
Australia and New Caledonia; and Parascorpaena picta
(Cuvier [ex Kuhl et Hasselt] in Cuvier et Valenciennes,
1839) from Sri Lanka east to Fiji, north to Taiwan, south
to northern Australia.

A specimen of Parascorpaena mossambica from the
northern Red Sea was recently discovered; it is described
in the present paper. The Red Sea record of this species
can now be confirmed.

On 13 October 1996, a 39.3 mm SL specimen of P
mossambica was collected by A. Miroz at FEilat, Israel,
Gulf of Agaba, Red Sea (Fig. 1), on a sand bottom with
algae at 10 m depth. The specimen had been kept alive in
an aquarium for some time after the capture. The speci-
men was deposited in the Hebrew University Fish Collec-
tion and received the catalog number HUJ 18340. Counts
and measurements followed Hubbs and Lagler (1947); the
classification follows Eschmeyer and Fricke (2015), the
head spine terminology follows Eschmeyer (1969), fin-
ray counts follow Fricke (1983), references according to
Fricke (2015).

Description. Dorsal-fin spines IX, dorsal-fin soft rays 9,
anal-fin spines III, anal-fin soft rays 5, pectoral-fin rays
15. Lateral-line scales 43. Posterior lacrimal spine directed
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Fig. 1. Parascorpaena mossambica, Indian Ocean and Red
Sea map with distribution of the species; Black star:
new record from Gulf of Aqaba, white star: Sudanese
record by Bamber 1915, Black circle: other records

anteriorly, suborbital ridge with three spines; occipital pit
shallow. A large supraorbital tentacle present, longer than
eye diameter, curved forward, with fringes and appendages.

Colour of fresh specimen (Fig. 2): Head and body
yellowish brown, mottled with creamy white, also with
dark brown spots. Supraorbital tentacle light brown, ap-
pendages creamy white. Suborbital region with an angular

dark brown streak covered with blackish spots. Fins mot-
tled with creamy white, bearing oblique brown streaks,
membranes of spinous part of dorsal fin with distal orange
streaks.

Remarks. This fish was first described (as Scorpaena
mossambica) by Peters (1855: 434) from Ibo, Mozam-
bique, western Indian Ocean. Referring to an unpublished
revision of the genus by Eschmeyer and Rama-Rao, Es-
chmeyer (1986: 469—470) placed the species in the genus
Parascorpaena Bleeker, 1876, and provided information
on its distribution range from South and East Africa to
the central Pacific. The species was recently restricted by
Motomura et al. (2011: 63) to the Indian Ocean, occurring
from South and East Africa to western Indonesia.

Playfair in Playfair et Giinther (1867: 47) described
Scorpaena longicornis from Zanzibar; this nominal spe-
cies was synonymised with Parascorpaena mossambica
by Dor (1984: 81-82). Parascorpaena mossambica was
reported from La Réunion Island by Blanc and Postel
(1958: 370, Scorpaena mossambica), from the Co-
cos-Keeling Islands by Allen and Smith-Vaniz (1994:
8), from Western Australia by Hutchins (2001: 27),
from Sumatra (Indonesia) by Allen and Adrim (2003:
29, part), from Madagascar by Motomura et al. (2011:
63), from Flores (Indonesia) by Allen and Erdmann
(2012: 225, part), and from Mayotte by Wickel et al.
(2014: 192).

Records of P. mossambica (non Peters 1855) from
eastern Indonesia and the western and central Pacific
Ocean are based on the closely related species P. armata
(Sauvage, 1873) according to Motomura et al. (2011: 63).

Fig. 2. Parascorpaena mossambica, HUJ 18340, 39.3 mm (SL), 13 October 1996, Eilat, Israel, Gulf of Aqaba, Red Sea;
Photograph © David Darom; Lateral view; Scale bar = 10 mm
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Parascorpaena mossambica was recorded from Sudan,
Red Sea in checklist by Bamber (1915: 484, as Scorpaena
longicornis), without any further data. The Sudan record
was cited but not discussed by Dor (1984) and Goren and
Dor (1994). As no specimen from the Red Sea was avail-
able in collections, and no information about the record
had been provided, Golani and Bogorodsky (2010: 64)
came to the conclusion that the record of P. mossambica
could not be confirmed.

During the examination of scorpaenid fishes in the
HUTJ collection, the authors of the present paper discov-
ered a specimen from Eilat, Israel collected in 1996 which
they identified as Parascorpaena mossambica. The Red
Sea record of that species can therefore now be confirmed;
this also represents a first record from Israel and the Gulf
of Agaba.

The new, discontinuous distribution record of
P. mossambica, with big gaps between the northern Red
sea locality, the south-western Indian Ocean records from
Mozambique, South Africa and La Réunion Island, and
the eastern Indian Ocean records from the Cocos-Keeling
Islands, western Indonesia and Western Australia, may be
explained by the rarity of the species, which is also well
camouflaged and therefore easily overlooked.

The present specimen was collected on a sand bottom
with algae, at the north shore of Eilat, at a depth of 10
metres. The solitary and cryptic occurrence of this species
makes it difficult to find it, so that it may be more widely
distributed in the Indian Ocean than the scarce records of
this species suggest.

In the Red Sea, other suitable habitats for this species
may be found in the Gulf of Suez and in Eritrea, as well
as on sand near coralline rock throughout the area. As the
fish fauna of such habitats in most parts of the Red Sea
is poorly known, it may have been missed so far, but is
expected to be reported in future studies.
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