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5.8. 	 Nomen dubium “Halictus cyanicollis”  
	 Friese

Halictus cyanicollis Friese, 1916: 550, 557 – 558. Type: male, Cor­
ral, Los Ríos, Chile; lost.

The material from Chile described by Friese (1916a) 
is considered lost. Moure & Hurd (1987: 208) syn­
onymized H. cyanicollis with H. ampliatus, probably 
because Friese (1916a: 557) said that H. cyanicollis 
might be the male of H. ampliatus, although he listed 
both as distinct species. On the contrary, Herbst (1922: 
188) suggested that H. cyanicollis is the male of C. api­
cata.
	 Friese (1916a) described a large male 9 – 10 mm of 
body length, with a clavate metasoma similar to that of 

C. chilensis and C. corinogaster. According to Friese the 
head and the mesosoma of H. cyanicollis were brilliant 
blue, the pedicel was as long as F1, the DAM had striae 
and upraised margins, the metasoma was dark brown 
with the apex of the segments 2 – 3 and the segment 7 
light brown, the mandible yellow, and the legs with the 
following pattern: femora blue, tarsi brown, tibia I yel­
lowish in front, and the remainder of legs dark brown. 
Although the description is fairly detailed, some of the 
characters are shared by many species, while others are 
confusing. The most intriguing character is that of the 
apex of T2 – T3 light brown, since the species in which 
the metasoma has lighter areas have these areas always 
on the base of the terga. The few males of C. apicata 
studied by us compare well to the description, but they 
are smaller and have T2 – T3 entirely brown, as the re­

Fig. 19. Distribution maps of Corynura species. Colour patterns follow DeMartonne aridity index: red (0 – 5), hyperarid; orange (5 – 10), 
arid; yellow (10 – 20), semiarid; green (20 – 30), subhumid; light blue (30 – 60), humid; purple (60 – 500), perhumid. A: C. ampliata (red 
circles), C. apicata (blue circles), C. atrovirens (green circle), C. bruchiana (yellow circles). B: C. chilensis (blue circles), C. corinogaster 
(red circles). C: C. chloromelas (yellow circles), C. cristata (blue circles), C. herbsti (red circles).
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maining terga except for the last one which is lighter. 
The species that may have light areas on T2 – T3 are C. 
ampliata, C. bruchiana, C. corinogaster, C. patagonica 
and C. rubella. None of these species agrees with all the 
characters mentioned by Friese. For these reasons we 
consider H. cyanicollis Friese as a nomen dubium.
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Fig. 20. Distribution maps of Corynura species. Colour patterns follow DeMartonne aridity index: red (0 – 5), hyperarid; orange (5 – 10), 
arid; yellow (10 – 20), semiarid; green (20 – 30), subhumid; light blue (30 – 60), humid; purple (60 – 500), perhumid. A: C. lepida (blue 
circles), C. patagonica (yellow circles), C. rubella (red circles). B: C. nahuelita sp.n. (yellow circles), C. moscosensis (blue circles), C. 
condita sp.n. (red circles). C: C. challhuacoensis sp.n. (yellow circles), C. callaina sp.n. (blue circles), C. luisae sp.n. (green circles), C. 
spadiciventris (red circles).
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