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Abstract

Christoph Traugott Hermann Rudolph Ehrhardt (1937-2001), Associate Professor in Classics at the University of Otago Otakou
Whakaihu Waka and Honorary Curator for the Greek and Roman coins at Tthura Otago Museum, was one of the most important
figures in the study of ancient numismatics in Aotearoa. Among the many activities of his academic career, Ehrhardt sought to make
arecord of all the ancient Greek and Roman coins in public collections across the country. As part of this project, Ehrhardt produced
a series of unpublished documents describing and identifying 1,285 ancient Greek and Roman coins in the Auckland Museum,
completed in 1991 after a nine-year period of sporadic work. Ehrhardt’s extensive contribution in this regard, though previously
little known, has recently come to light thanks to the Museum’s ongoing project to further develop its extensive numismatic
collections, which comprise approximately 30,000 coins, medals, and other objects from a wide range of historical and cultural
contexts. Although Ehrhardt’s specialist focus concerned only a small portion of the overall numismatic collection, his meticulous
work left the ancient Greek and Roman coin collection in an excellent position to become the starting point for developing the
Auckland Museum’s future management of its numismatic holdings. This article details Ehrhardt’s background, life, and career
before moving to focus on his work on the Greek and Roman coin collection, recording the legacy of an important contributor to the
study of numismatics at the Auckland Museum.

Abstract (Maori)

He Ahorangi Tuarua a Christoph Traugott Hermann Rudolph Ehrhardt (1937-2001) o te Toi Uki ki Otakou Whakaihu Waka, a, he
Kairaupi Whakahonore ma nga kapa nd Kariki me Roma ki te whare taonga o Tiihura ki Otakou, koia and tétahi o nga tohunga
matua o te matai kapa tawhito ki Aotearoa. Ko tetahi o nga mahi huhua a Ehrhardt i te wa i a ia, he whakaraupapa i nga kapa tawhito
katoa nd Kariki me Roma i roto i nga kohinga taonga huri noa i te motu. Ahakoa kaore i whakatahia, i whakaputaina e Ehrhardt &tahi
kohinga korero e whakaahua ana, e tautohu ana i nga kapa tawhito nd Kariki me Roma e mau ana i Tamaki Paenga Hira, 1,285 te
nui. Ahakoa te kohikohiko o te mahi i te roanga o nga tau e iwa, ka tutuki i aia i te tau 1991. Katahi and ka puta mai nga korero md
te nui o te mahi a Ehrhardt na te hiahia o te whare taonga ki te whakawhanake tonu i t€nei kohinga nunui, ara, kei tona 30,000 te nui
o nga kapa, o nga mé&tara me te tini o nga taonga mai i te huhua o nga kaupapa me nga iwi. Ahakoa e hangai pli ana nga whakapaunga
kaha o Ehrhardt ki tetahi wahi iti noa o te kohinga whanui, na te pai o ana mahi e pa ana ki nga kohinga o nga kapa tawhito o Kariki
me Roma, kua kite a Tamaki Paenga Hira i te ara whakamua mo t€nei kohinga kapa whakahirahira. He whakamarama ténei mo
Ehrhardt tonu, ara, md tona oranga me ana tliranga i mua i ana mahi e pa ana ki te kohinga kapa nd Kariki me Roma, kia kite ai tatou
i nga waihotanga iho o t€tahi o nga matanga nui o te matai kapa ki Tamaki Paenga Hira.
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Abbreviations

ASCS: Australasian Society for Classical Studies
NZACT: New Zealand Association of Classical Teachers
RNSNZ: Royal Numismatic Society of New Zealand

Introduction

Aotearoa’s museums, often working with limited
resources compared to their counterparts in Europe
and the United States (McKay 2023), have been
significantly shaped throughout history by the time and
energy of key individuals and the specialist knowledge
and expertise that they could bring to enhance their
institution’s discrete collections. Regarding some of the
Mediterranean collections held at various institutions
throughout Aotearoa, we may think of people such as
Marion Steven for the Teece Museum’s Logie Collection
(Wiltshire 2021), Wili Fels for the ancient Greek
numismatic collection at the Otago Museum (Otago
Museum 2014; Osland et al. 2025), or Fred Waite for the
Egyptian collection at the Auckland Museum (Emmitt
and Furey 2018). The list of names of major contributors
to museum collections of all kinds throughout Aotearoa
is of course hardly exhaustive, and there remain many
more contributors whose lives and legacies are perhaps
less known, though they are certainly no less worthy of
our attention.

Figure 1. Christoph T. H. R. Ehrhardt. Courtesy P. Ehrhardt.

One such contributor is Christoph (Chris) Traugott
Hermann Rudolph Ehrhardt (1937-2001),' an academic
in the Classics department at the University of Otago
from 1972 to 1996 and Honorary Curator for the ancient
Greek and Roman coin collection in the Otago Museum.
This article records Ehrhardt’s major contribution to the
study of ancient Greek and Roman coins in Aotearoa and
his legacy of important work for the Auckland Museum’s
numismatic collections specifically. Although he was
based in Dunedin, Ehrhardt did extensive work on ancient
numismatic collections around Aotearoa, including the
one held by the Auckland Museum which, with 1,457
specimens, is the second largest ancient numismatic
collection of all the museums and universities in the
country (Lewis and Emmitt 2025; Sheppard-Larsen 2025).
Ehrhardt brought his specialist knowledge of the ancient
Mediterranean world and extensive experience with
ancient numismatics to the Auckland Museum where he
comprehensively organised, identified, and catalogued
its ancient Greek and Roman coin collection for the first
time. Thanks to Ehrhardt’s meticulous work, the Greek
and Roman coin collection was left in a prime position
to be the starting point for the Auckland Museum’s future
development of its wider numismatic collection (Lewis
and Emmitt 2025). Furthermore, this renewed attention to
the collection, made possible by the legacy of Ehrhardt’s
work, has enabled the Auckland Museum’s ancient Greek
and Roman coin collection to be a focus in the booming
discussions across Aotearoa and Australia concerning the
place and significance of ancient Mediterranean collections
in the Australasian context (Ash and Harrison 2025;
Richards and Minchin 2025; Sheppard-Larsen 2025).

Chris Ehrhardt: a biography
Family background and early life

Chris Ehrhardt was born on 4 December 1937 in Lorrach, a
town located in the southwestern-most corner of Germany.
The French border is only about seven kilometres to the
west of the city centre, while Switzerland is even closer,
merely five kilometres to the south. Chris Ehrhardt’s
parents, initially good friends who married in October
1930 (Thomas 1968), were Edit Regina Gertrud Hedwig
Ehrhardt, née Hahn (1905-1991), and Arnold Antony
Traugott Ehrhardt (1903-1965) (Geni 2019). Arnold
was an academic jurist and later a prominent theologian.
Edit, a teacher, was likewise intellectually gifted in
many subjects, especially mathematics and languages. A
published scholar in her own right, at the age of about
eighty-one Edit brought her polymathic abilities to bear
in an investigation of mathematical questions in Plato’s
“Republic” (Ehrhardt 1986). The family’s tradition of

1 Ehrhardt was baptised with the German spelling Christoph for his first name, though he was addressed and referred to as Chris
in English, or occasionally as Christopher if greater formality were called for.
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intellectualism went back further than Chris’ parents. For
example, his paternal grandparents were Oskar Ehrhardt
(1873-1950), a surgeon who taught at the University of
Konigsberg (Thomas 1968), and Martha Ehrhardt, née
Rosenhain (1871-1945). Martha, also a teacher, was
fluent in several languages, instructed private students in
Berlin, worked as a governess in England, and imparted
a rich and well-rounded education to her own children,
whom she educated at home. Martha had converted to
her husband Oskar’s Lutheran Christian faith when
they married, but she was born to a Jewish family.
Consequently, under the racial laws of the Nazi regime,
Martha’s children, including Chris’ father Arnold, were
considered ‘first-class Jewish mongrels.” Chris and
his siblings, by extension, were deemed ‘second-class
Jewish mongrels.’? By the time of Chris’ birth, therefore,
the Ehrhardt family had already been suffering from the
mounting persecution of Germany’s Jewish population.

In 1935, Arnold Ehrhardt, who at the time held the
Chair in Roman Law at the University of Frankfurt,
had begun to see his lectures boycotted by the National
Socialist German Students’ Union and was subsequently
barred from teaching (Thomas 1968). The Nazi
authorities then accused Arnold of failing to fulfil his
contract by not delivering lectures and accused him
further of teaching subversive doctrines to his students by
asserting that judges ought to dispense actual justice, not
just apply the law as codified (Thomas 1968). This kind
of open opposition to the Nazi regime was characteristic
of Arnold Ehrhardt and his siblings, all of whom were
fervently involved in antifascist activities. His brother, for
example, was imprisoned for his opposition to the regime
(Little 2002). Arnold Ehrhardt would himself narrowly
escape a similar fate.

After being ejected from his position at Frankfurt,
Arnold and Edit Ehrhardt first moved briefly to East
Prussia, then to Switzerland for a year, and in 1936 to
Lorrach, about a year before Chris’s birth (Thomas 1968).
While living in Switzerland and Lorrach, Arnold Ehrhardt
lectured and studied Protestant theology with Karl
Barth, another vocal opponent of the Nazis, in nearby
Basel (Thomas 1968). Because of his regular movement
back and forth across the border for his studies, Arnold
Ehrhardt was able to smuggle secret messages, and even
people, in and out of Germany (Thomas 1968). He would
hide documents in the seat of his motorcycle or among
his most arcane theological papers to avoid detection.
Edit Ehrhardt was also courageously involved in this kind
of smuggling. On one occasion she was asked to produce
her papers at the border when a bundle of documents that
she was smuggling fell from her pocketbook. Remaining
level-headed and outwardly demure, she allowed the
guard to bend down to pick them up and hand them
back to her without suspicion. Eventually, however, the
Nazi authorities began to catch up with them. In late
1938, a neighbour tipped Arnold Ehrhardt off that the

2 As was reportedly written on Chris’ birth certificate.

Gestapo, who had been monitoring him since Frankfurt,
intended to arrest him (Thomas 1968). Arnold Ehrhardt
immediately fled to Switzerland, and Edit Ehrhardt
and their four children, including one-year-old Chris,
followed sometime later.

In early 1939, Edit Ehrhardt and the children,
sponsored by Anglican clergyman Bishop Bell of
Chichester, emigrated to relative safety in England
(Thomas 1968). The young Chris reputedly learnt to
walk on board the aircraft that carried him along with
his mother and three older sisters to Croydon Airport in
London. Arnold Ehrhardt followed them some months
later after completing his academic work in Basel.
Along with thousands of other German males, fascist
and antifascist alike, Arnold was briefly detained as an
‘enemy alien’ in wartime Britain (Thomas 1968), though
he was quickly released due to ill health. Arnold Ehrhardt
was later sponsored by the Church of England to study for
a doctorate in theology at the University of Cambridge.
From 1953, having been ordained as an Anglican priest,
he served as a curate in a Manchester parish (Thomas
1968). In 1958, Arnold Ehrhardt was appointed as the
Bishop Fraser Senior Lecturer in Church History at
the Victoria University of Manchester (Breunung and
Walther 2012). Arnold Ehrhardt worked in that capacity
as a distinguished theologian until his untimely death in
1965. To this day, the weekly Ehrhardt Seminars in the
University of Manchester’s Centre for Biblical Studies
are named in his honour (University of Manchester 2025).

Education and early career

Chris Ehrhardt therefore spent his youth in England
rather than his native Germany. His upbringing and
family history would naturally come to have a profound
influence on his life and character. Chris Ehrhardt would
pursue a distinguished academic career, following a family
tradition of intellectual prowess already established by his
parents and grandparents before him. At around the age
of eleven, Chris was enrolled at Manchester Grammar
School. After completing his schooling, Chris received
a scholarship to study Classics at Brasenose College,
University of Oxford, graduating with a BLitt degree
(Little 2002). At Brasenose, Chris, who enjoyed exercise
and the outdoors throughout his life, participated in
extracurricular activities such as cross-country running,
Scouting, and Scottish country dancing. Chris’ dancing
skills were apparently impressive enough to attract the
attention of Patricia (Pat) Ann Roscoe (b. 1940), a student
at Keele University. Chris and Pat would develop a bond
over their many mutual interests and a commitment to
their shared Anglican Christianity. They were married on
the twenty-second of December 1962.

Shortly after their wedding, the couple left England
as Chris pursued various academic jobs. They first
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went to Armidale, where Chris took up a position at the
University of New England. Now in Australia, Pat and
Chris were still yet to take a honeymoon. They rectified
this situation by taking a trip to Aotearoa’s South Island,
where they established an appreciation for the country
and its natural environment. At the end of Chris’ contract
in Armidale the couple moved to Jamaica, where Chris
worked at the University of the West Indies (ASCS
2002) and Pat graduated with an undergraduate honours
degree in geography. Their two children were born
during their time in Jamaica. The family then moved to
the United States for two years, where Chris studied for a
doctorate at the State University of New York at Buffalo.
He received his doctorate in 1976 with a dissertation on
aspects of the reigns of Hellenistic kings Demetrius 11
and Antigonus III (NZACT 1976) which Pat, like many
a spouse of an academic, helped to type and review.
Chris Ehrhardt’s doctoral work was supervised by the
eminent ancient historian Ernst Badian (Little 2002). A
graduate of what is now the University of Canterbury,
Badian’s family history bears similarities to Ehrhardt’s:
his family were Jewish refugees of the Nazi regime who
had fled to Aotearoa from Austria in 1938. Badian went
on to study at Oxford, where he wrote a dissertation
under Sir Ronald Syme, the renowned Taranaki-born
scholar knighted for his services to the discipline.
Ehrhardt, therefore, had an intimate connection to the
history of Classics in Aotearoa through his academic
pedigree, even before he himself began to leave his own
mark on the landscape.

University of Otago career

In 1972, while still studying for his doctorate, Chris
Ehrhardt was appointed as a Senior Lecturer in the
Classics department at the University of Otago, beginning
what would become a long and illustrious career at the
institution spanning twenty-four years (ASCS 2002). The
prospect of settling permanently in Dunedin was appealing
to Pat and Chris from their earlier experience visiting
Aotearoa, and Badian reassured Chris that the University
of Otago would indeed be a sound move for his career.
From his arrival in Dunedin, Chris Ehrhardt quickly built
a reputation as an active, erudite, and well-respected
member of the discipline of Classics in Aotearoa. He was
the inaugural treasurer of the New Zealand Association
of Classical Teachers from 1974 to 1978 (NZACT 1974a,
1979), and president of the Classical Association of
Otago in 1980 and 1981 (NZACT 1980, 1982). In 1978,
he was appointed as the New Zealand correspondent for
“Antichthon”, the journal of the Australasian Society for
Classical Studies (NZACT 1978; ASCS 2002). A firm
advocate for the value of studying classical antiquity as
part of a well-rounded education, Ehrhardt frequently
gave public talks on various subjects in his field and often
participated in the University of Otago’s community and
school outreach initiatives (NZACT 1974b).
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As the Otago Classics department’s principal ancient
historian for many years, Ehrhardt published a number
of articles, in both English and German (for example,
Ehrhardt 1980a, 1980b, 1985, 1995b), on various
aspects of ancient Greek and Roman history, and a
commentary on Plutarch’s biographies of Galba and Otho
(Little and Ehrhardt 1994). In 1979 he was awarded a
prestigious Alexander von Humbolt-Stiftung fellowship
and subsequently spent a year at the University of
Bonn’s Franz Joseph Délger-Institut to do research on
Constantine I (NZACT 1978; Ehrhardt 1980a, 1980D).
While in Bonn, Ehrhardt had the pleasure of being
in the vicinity of the discovery and excavation of an
ancient numismatic workshop near the city which had
once produced ‘barbarous’ imitations of official Roman
currency, and which still contained the rods of bronze
used to create coin flans (Ehrhardt 1996). Ehrhardt
spent further time working on Constantine in 1984 at
the University of Manchester (NZACT 1985) and took
leave in 1992 to go to Saarbrucken to study Roman coins
and access secondary resources for his commentary on
Plutarch (NZACT 1992; Little and Ehrhardt 1994).

Ehrhardt’s formidable intellectual ability and resulting
reputation as a robust and well-rounded scholar were
widely recognised by his colleagues at Otago and
beyond. He was known to have a depth and breadth of
knowledge so erudite and encyclopaedic that a colleague
once quipped that he knew more about ancient Greece
and Rome than the rest of the Classics department put
together (Little 2002). Douglas Little, who occupied the
office next to Ehrhardt’s for many years, maintained that
it was often easier and just as reliable to drop in and ask
him about some piece of information than it was to go
and find out about it at the university library (Little 2002).

After Otago and final years

As capable an academic as he was, Ehrhardt’s erudition
and scholarly ability were not enough for him to be
retained when the University of Otago announced major
staff restructuring to come into effect in 1997. Because
of his early childhood trauma — as a refugee but also
as a sickly child — and his traditional upbringing and
education, Chris Ehrhardt reportedly struggled with
the interpersonal skills and political savvy to do well
in a discipline under threat. His background also made
it difficult for him at times to fit in with the easy-going
manners of New Zealand society. Furthermore, he was
markedly inflexible in his political stances, which likely
caused some tension with colleagues. In some respects,
Ehrhardt’s politics aligned with progressive positions:
he inherited his family’s history of antiracism, being an
avid supporter of the revival of teaching Maori language
and culture in schools and was arrested for blocking a
highway in protest of the 1981 Springbok Tour. On other
matters, however, he expressed conservative political
positions, being a vocal opponent of decriminalising
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abortion and homosexuality — evidently coming from his
staunch, traditional Christian background. It is likely that
his personality and sometimes conservative views were a
factor in the offer of voluntary redundancy given to him
by the University, to which he eventually acquiesced.

Ehrhardt was farewelled by the Classics department
into early retirement in late 1996 (NZACT 1997).
Although his long career at Otago was now over, Ehrhardt
kept up his academic work, spending short periods
lecturing at the University of Changchun and then finally
at the University of Waikato (Hargreaves 2002). In late
November 2001, Chris Ehrhardt died at the age of 63,
having contracted pneumonia during treatment for a brain
tumour (Geni 2019). Ehrhardt was survived by his wife
and two children, and news of the premature death of this
well-respected and recognised scholar was felt widely
across the community of classicists and numismatists in
Aotearoa and beyond (ASCS 2002; Hargreaves 2002;
Little 2002).

Chris Ehrhardt and the public ancient
Greek and Roman numismatic
collections in Aotearoa

One of Chris Ehrhardt’s most enduring legacies is his
extensive work on ancient Greek and Roman numismatics
in Aotearoa. While a member of the Otago Classics
department, Ehrhardt was also for many years the Honorary
Curator for the ancient Greek and Roman coin collection
at the Otago Museum. Ehrhardt’s access to this collection
— which, with around 2,500 specimens, is the largest at a
public institution in Aotearoa (Osland et al. 2025) — was
not the only factor that contributed to his becoming one of
the most important ancient numismatists in the history of
the field in the country. Numismatics was an early area of
interest for Ehrhardt, and a topic on which he published
regularly (for example, Ehrhardt 1990a, 1990b, 1990c,
1997, 2001, 2002). Ehrhardt’s godfather — like his father,
a professor of Law and opponent of the Nazis — left him
some money when he died, which he used to buy a large
coin cabinet and a Greek coin (Ehrhardt 1996). Over the
years, Ehrhardt developed his own personal collection
of coins, which was once dramatically stolen from his
home in a burglary, though he was able to recover a few
of the stolen specimens (Ehrhardt 1996). Chris Ehrhardt’s
daughter recalls that, despite the security risk, he enjoyed
showing his coins to audiences when giving educational
talks to the community, and delighted in sharing his
knowledge about their origins, iconography, and
significance. His approach to numismatics was evidently
interested in the wealth of information that coins can
provide about the ancient contexts that produced them.
Ehrhardt’s numismatic interest is further evident through
his involvement with the Royal Numismatic Society of

New Zealand (RNSNZ), of which he was a long-time
and active member, serving for several years as one of
the Society’s vice-presidents (Hargreaves 2002) and as
president of its Otago branch (Ehrhardt 1988). He was a
regular contributor to the RNSNZ’s periodical, the “New
Zealand Numismatic Journal”.

Ehrhardt was by no means the first or only scholar
or to write about ancient Greek and Roman coins in the
collections of Aotearoa’s museums and universities.
However, he stands out as exceptional in that he wrote
on at least some aspect of every one of these collections
and seems to be the first person to attempt to approach
them comprehensively. Part of Ehrhardt’s motivation for
working on these collections was a desire to publish a New
Zealand addition to the corpus of catalogues in the “Sylloge
Nummorum Graecorum” (SNG) project, which seeks
to record collections of ancient Greek coins around the
world (Ehrhardt 1993). Ehrhardt discussed his aims in this
regard via written correspondence with Kenneth Sheedy,
author of the first Australian SNG volume (Sheedy 2008),
and current director of the Australian Centre for Ancient
Numismatic Studies at Macquarie University. Between
1974 and 1993, Ehrhardt visited, viewed, and published
extensively on these museum and university collections
of ancient Greek and Roman coins, recording most of the
approximately 6000 specimens held at seventeen different
institutions across sixteen of Aotearoa’s towns and cities
(Ehrhardt 1993). It is thus thanks to Ehrhardt’s work over
this period of nearly two decades that scholars today have
a good idea of the number and distribution of ancient
Greek and Roman coins in Aotearoa’s public collections,
especially when it comes to the smaller collections outside
the major urban centres.

The most substantial of Ehrhardt’s contributions
to ancient numismatics in Aotearoa is a published
catalogue in six volumes of the ancient Greek coins in
the Otago Museum (Ehrhardt 1974-1981). The Otago
Museum’s Roman coins had previously been catalogued
and published by Hamilton (1955a, 1955b). Ehrhardt
published further lists of coins that he was able to view
at other institutions in Aotearoa, including specimens
in the collections of the University of Auckland and the
Canterbury Museum (Ehrhardt 1977), the Southland
Museum (Ehrhardt 1979), the Whanganui Museum
(Ehrhardt 1982), various museums in Northland
(Ehrhardt 1991f), Gisborne (Ehrhardt 1984b), and Napier
(Ehrhardt 1995a). Ehrhardt also wrote about a hoard of
early Byzantine coins in the Otago Museum discovered in
Egypt (1994a). As discussed in greater detail later in this
article, Ehrhardt produced twelve unpublished documents
listing and discussing 271 Greek and 1014 Roman coins
in the Auckland Museum’s collection (Ehrhardt 1991a,
1991b, 1991¢, 1991d, 1991e, 1991g, 1991h, 19911, 1991j,
1991k, 19911, 1991m). The only collection of ancient
Greek and Roman coins that Ehrhardt was unable to
either see for himself or find adequately detailed records
for is that kept at Te Papa Tongarewa Museum of New
Zealand in Wellington (Ehrhardt 1993).
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Ehrhardt summarised his extensive work on the
numismatic collections across Aotearoa’s universities
and museums in an article published in the proceedings
of the Eleventh International Numismatic Congress, held
in Brussels in 1991 (Ehrhardt 1993). This article, with
its succinct yet comprehensive discussion and useful
bibliography and appendices, constitutes a foundational
source for virtually all novel research on ancient Greek
and Roman numismatics in Aotearoa. Ehrhardt notes that
an important aspect of these collections is that, at least
from a purely ancient numismatic perspective, they are
relatively unremarkable:

I have found no exciting specimen of new variety of
Greek and Roman coins in New Zealand, [...] but
in general, the holdings are what one might expect
from the amalgamation of modest private collections
[...] combined with souvenirs brought back from the
Mediterranean area, particularly in the course of the
two world wars (Ehrhardt 1993).

Ehrhardt’s point regarding the lack of novelty of
specimens in these collections is an important one for
future research in ancient numismatics in Aotearoa. The
collections in our museums and universities can scarcely
hold a candle to those held in the counterpart institutions
in Europe, or even Australia, in terms of how they might
facilitate our understanding of ancient Greece, Rome,
and other Mediterranean contexts. However, Ehrhardt’s
other observation here about the modern provenances
of these collections, though he does not seem to have
explored the matter in any depth himself, is a useful
point for guiding fresh research into ancient coins and
other Mediterranean artefacts kept in the museums
and universities of Aotearoa (Ash and Harrison 2025;
Sheppard-Larsen 2025).

Provenance studies are an essential part of research
into these kinds of collections for many reasons, playing
an important part in upholding the legal and ethical
obligations of museums, contributing to transparency,
and helping to spread public awareness about crucial
issues such as the rights of indigenous peoples over
their cultural heritage (Ash and Harrison 2025). Such
discussions concerning museum collections, especially
in countries like Aotearoa, are increasingly important for
postcolonial discourses in our modern world (Gaimster
2020; Marlowe 2024; Ash and Harrison 2025; Sheppard-
Larsen 2025). Investigating provenance furthermore
allows us to reveal the links between artefacts such
as ancient Greek and Roman coins and the people
who collected them, unravelling and interpreting the
entangled and complex threads that connect the histories
and cultures of the ancient Mediterranean world to the
modern history of Aotearoa (Sheppard-Larsen 2025). For
the case of the Auckland Museum, as discussed in the next
section, the connections between ancient coins and other
Mediterranean objects and returned soldiers is of obvious
salience to an institution that also serves as Auckland’s
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official war memorial (Sheppard-Larsen 2025). Chris
Ehrhardt’s work on ancient Greek and Roman coin
collections therefore helps present-day scholars to identify
where we ought to focus modern research into ancient
Greek and Roman numismatic collections in Aotearoa,
aligning with current discussions around Mediterranean
collections across Australasian museums and universities
and their significance for us here in the modern south
Pacific (Richards and Minchin 2025).

Chris Ehrhardt and the Auckland
Museum'’s numismatic collection

The Auckland Museum holds a substantial and wide-ranging
numismatic collection of approximately 30,000 individual
objects from various historical and cultural contexts (Lewis
and Emmitt 2025). The collection includes coins as well as
other objects of numismatic and philatelic interest such as
banknotes, trade tokens, stamps, and medals. The history
of numismatics at the Auckland Museum is long, going
back as far as the institution’s earliest foundations. Upon
opening in 1852 under the auspices of merchant and trader
John Alexander Smith, newspaper advertisements calling
for public donations of items for the Museum’s collection
explicitly signalled the institution’s early interest in coins
and medals (Powell 1967). When the Museum issued its
first annual report in 1868, three numismatic acquisitions
were listed for that year: a collection of mostly silver coins
and medals from J. H. Crawford, four copper coins from J.
H. Kirby, and a single copper coin from C. Hime (Auckland
Museum 1868).

From 1868 to 1979, the Museum’s annual reports list
over 500 numismatic acquisitions that suggest thousands
of individual objects entering the Museum’s collections
over the course of more than a century (Sheppard-Larsen
2025). As well as the many evident modest donations
of ten or fewer objects, the Auckland Museum received
a small number of substantial numismatic collections
from highly dedicated collectors. For example, a large
collection of British coins was acquired in 1926 from
H. R. Butcher, and another in 1932 from Moss Davis
(Auckland Museum 1979-1980). Perhaps the largest
and most valuable numismatic collection acquired by the
Museum arrived in 1947, bequeathed by J. C. Entrican,
containing a variety of modern and ancient specimens of
coins and medals (Auckland Museum 1979-1980). From
these annual report records we can observe that there
has been a significant, widespread popular interest in
numismatics among the people of Auckland throughout
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries which contributed
to a sporadic build-up of the Museum’s numismatic
collection over this period (Sheppard-Larsen 2025).

The development of the Auckland Museum’s
numismatic collection in this way is comparable to what we
can observe at similar institutions throughout Australasia
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Figure 2. Coin (221-205 BCE). Auckland War Memorial
1942.106, 2013.x.44. ©

Museum Tamaki Paenga Hira.
Auckland Museum CC BY 4.0.

(Richards and Minchin 2025; Sheppard-Larsen 2025).
Initial interest in collecting and donating coins, among
many other kinds of objects, often came from Auckland’s
wealthy and well-connected early settlers — people such
as James Tannock Mackelvie and John Logan Campbell,
for example, who donated coins early in the Museum’s
history (Auckland Museum 1877-1878). This aligns with
a certain taste for numismatics that was common among
the Victorian colonial elite in the Australasian colonies,
who used their collections of coins and medals as a way
of exhibiting their formal education and their knowledge
of and interest in European history and culture (Sheedy
2012, 2025). This continued in the twentieth century, as
we see in the cases of the Butcher, Davis, and Entrican
collections. However, veterans of the World Wars and
other overseas conflicts, as well as their descendants,
increasingly became an especially important demographic
of numismatic donors. Such people naturally donated
objects like military medals and regimental badges,
but they are also an important source of the Auckland
Museum’s ancient Greek and Roman coins and other
kinds of Mediterranean antiquities (Ash and Harrison
2025; Lewis and Emmitt 2025; Sheppard-Larsen 2025).
Chris Ehrhardt’s interest in accessing the ancient Greek
and Roman coins in the Auckland Museum began at least
as early as 1977 when he first made a record of some of
the coins on public display at the institution, though at this
point he had not yet been granted admission to the coin
room to view the specimens in storage (Ehrhardt 1977).
From 1982, however, Ehrhardt was given access to the
Auckland Museum’s entire collection of ancient coins
(Ehrhardt 1991a), and so thenceforth he began working on
identifying and cataloguing the collection sporadically over
the next nine years (Ash and Harrison 2025). He received
financial support for this work from a University of Otago
research grant (Ehrhardt 1991b). In 1991, at the end of this
long and arduous project, Ehrhardt had produced twelve
unpublished catalogue and discussion documents of the
ancient coin collection (Ehrhardt 1991a, 1991b, 1991c,
1991d, 1991e, 1991g, 1991h, 19911, 1991j, 1991k, 19911,
1991m), altogether listing a total of 271 Greek and 1014
Roman coins that he was able to see (Sheppard-Larsen
2025). His Roman catalogue consists of seven separate
lists, with the first six describing the Auckland Museum’s

Figure 3. Coin (284-255 CE). Auckland War Memorial
Museum Tamaki Paenga Hira. 2024.x.688. © Auckland
Museum CC BY 4.0.

ancient Roman coins from the Republic to Valentinian
III, and the last one listing the 296 late Roman bronzes in
the Constantinian hoard (Ehrhardt 1991a, 1991b, 1991c,
1991g, 1991j, 1991k, 1991m). Ehrhardt produced a short
supplement to these lists containing descriptions for a
further sixteen Roman coins which he had previously not
been able to identify (Ehrhardt 19911). The Greek coins
that Ehrhardt identified are listed across three separate
documents: one for the Auckland Museum’s Ptolemaic
coins (Ehrhardt 19911), one for the Greek coins of Roman
Alexandria (Ehrhardt 1991e), and one for all other contexts
(Ehrhardt 1991h). Ehrhardt was able to describe around 400
of these Greek and Roman coins on-site in Auckland and
was permitted to have the rest temporarily transferred to the
Otago Museum for him to identify there (Ehrhardt 1991a).
To the best of his ability, Ehrhardt gave bibliographic
references, some of which are now somewhat obsolete, as
well as weights and measurements for all specimens aside
from those on display at the Auckland Museum at the time.

Figure 4. Coin (313-315 CE). Auckland War Memorial
Museum Tamaki Paenga Hira. 2024.x.848. © Auckland
Museum CC BY 4.0.

Ehrhardt hoped to see his lists published as a catalogue
in several instalments in the “Records of the Auckland
Museum”. Although there were discussions about doing
this, by the time his lists were completed Ehrhardt
wondered if publication would really be feasible and worth
the trouble, as he wrote in a letter to the Museum in 1995:

[...] Unfortunately, I don’t have any clear idea of the
readership of the ‘Record’. It’s impossible to turn lists into
a thrilling narrative, but it may help if T give background,
explanations, translations and so on, but I don’t know how

papahou.arphahub.com
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much. When I started about twelve years ago, expecting
that the lists would appear fairly promptly, I put in quite
a lot of background;®> when the chances of publication
receded, the commentaries etc. shrank. [...] It will, of
course, need to be done in my spare time, which during
term-time is very limited [...]. A further problem is that
in 1984 the second edition of Roman Imperial Coinage
vol. I was published, which made the first (1923) edition
obsolete; but it does not contain any concordance with
the first edition. Ideally, I should re-do the Roman coins
in Part I [Ehrhardt 1991a] from Augustus to Vitellius (31
B.C.—A.D. 69), but quite honestly, I don’t think it’s worth
the effort. [...] (Ehrhardt to Young 1995).

An unclear audience for the catalogue, considerable
time constraints due to his full-time academic role, and the
unappealing prospect of even more time-consuming work
updating obsolete references, are all reasons that made
the publication of Ehrhardt’s documents increasingly
unlikely. Furthermore, only a few years after writing the
above letter, Ehrhardt lost his position at the University
of Otago, which appears to have definitively put to rest
any chances of publication (Sheppard-Larsen 2025). It
certainly appears that Ehrhardt was working on ancient
numismatic collections in Aotearoa very much in isolation
and with limited access to well-resourced libraries to
support his work. For the next three decades, therefore,
the full extent of the Auckland Museum’s collection of
ancient Greek and Roman coins remained obscure to
anyone lacking specific knowledge of the contents of the
Auckland Museum’s archives and storage facilities.

Starting in late 2023, however, the situation began
to change as the Auckland Museum brought renewed
attention to its Greek and Roman coin collection.
Between November 2023 and February 2024, this
collection became the focus of a summer studentship
undertaken by Alexandra Lewis, funded by a Sheldon
Werner Summer Studentship with further support from
the Royal Numismatic Society of New Zealand. Lewis’
project reorganised the Auckland Museum’s ancient coin
collection, establishing an up-to-date record of its contents
— 1,457 objects in total — and bringing it into accordance
with the Auckland Museum’s standards of best practice
in storage and handling (Lewis and Emmitt 2025). As the
ancient Greek and Roman coins are gradually digitised on
the Auckland Museum’s Collections Online website, the
best practice standards established by this reorganisation
project are set to be carried over to the rest of the Auckland
Museum’s wider numismatic collection (Lewis and
Emmitt 2025). The ancient Greek and Roman collection
was identified as the best place to start this process
because, thanks to Ehrhardt’s initial work, it was left in
an especially ready state for further development, with its
specimens stored for the most part as he had found them,
and with comprehensive, detailed lists of most of the coins

which it comprises (Lewis and Emmitt 2025). Ehrhardt’s
work therefore has a significant legacy not just for the
Auckland Museum’s Greek and Roman coins, but for its
entire numismatic collection and its future development.

Figure 5. Coin (249-251 CE). Auckland War Memorial
Museum Tamaki Paenga Hira. 2024.x.707. © Auckland
Museum CC BY 4.0.

Ehrhardt’s legacy also endures in the current research
made possible by the Auckland Museum’s renewed
development of its ancient Greek and Roman coin collection
and its efforts at making it more widely accessible for study.
These efforts have already borne fruit: Ash and Harrison
(2025) have discussed the Auckland Museum’s ancient
coins alongside the institution’s other Mediterranean
collections, placing the collection as part of the growing
discussions around the place and significance of these
collections in the history of Australasian museums and
culture (Richards and Minchin 2025). Likewise, a study has
now been produced focusing on the collection’s provenance
with particular attention paid to connections between coins
in the collection and military veterans, including a revised
comprehensive catalogue describing all 1,457 coins in the
collection (Sheppard-Larsen 2025). The full extent of the
collection includes a great variety of contexts and time
periods: 314 Greek coins from across the ancient world
from Spain to Afghanistan, 160 of which are Ptolemaic and
Roman Alexandrian coins from Egypt; fourteen coins of
the Roman Republic and 1,043 from the Roman Empire,
653 of which are late imperial issues from Diocletian
to Valentinian III; and eight of which are bronzes of the
Byzantine empire and the Umayyad caliphate. A further
seventy-eight coins in the collection are modern imitations
of ancient Greek and Roman issues (see Sheppard-Larsen
2025 for a full description of the collection).

With these contemporary conversations only just
beginning to flourish, the Auckland Museum’s Greek and
Roman coin collection will likely have a lot more to offer
in furthering our understanding of the place that artefacts
such as these coins have in the complex relationships
that exist between the ancient Mediterranean, Europe,
and modern Aotearoa (Sheppard-Larsen 2025). As
a foundational figure in the ongoing history of the
Auckland Museum’s ancient Greek and Roman coins,

3 Ehrhardt’s earlier catalogues included notes adding historical context and interesting numismatic features relevant to the

specimens that he was describing.
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Ehrhardt’s legacy lives on as these small yet meaningful =~ Auckland Museum  (1979-1980) Annual Report  1979-80,
objects continue to inspire and inform us from the heart Auckland  Institute and Museum. Auckland, Auckland
of Auckland’s leading heritage centre. Institute and Museum. https:/archive.org/details/

Conclusion

The ancient Greek and Roman coin collection in the
Auckland Museum has benefited greatly from the expertise
and hard work of Chris Ehrhardt, without a doubt one of the
most significant figures in the study of Greek and Roman
numismatics in Aotearoa. His impact as a major contributor
to the history of the Auckland Museum’s numismatic
collections goes even beyond his personal disciplinary
expertise in ancient Greek and Roman coins. We can see
Chris Ehrhardt’s legacy carried on in the new scholarship
being produced on ancient coins and other Mediterranean
artefacts and their provenances, but also in the Auckland
Museum’s recent development of its extensive numismatic
collection. In the ongoing developments to this and other
comparable collections in Australasia, this paper records
the legacy of Chris Ehrhardt’s work and further reminds us
of the human ties that even small objects like ancient coins
can carry, from antiquity to the present day and beyond.
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