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6) Molluscs are one of the few groups that are well preserved in the fossil record,
and for sure the most species-rich entity in excavations. Archacomalacology — the
study of molluscs in archaeological contexts — is a relatively new archaeological dis-
cipline. The field derived from archaeozoology, the study of animal remains from arc-
haeological sites (Bar-Yosef Mayer 2008). Recently, archaeomalacology in Turkey has
attracted the senior author and other Turkish colleagues like Dr. C. Cakurlar (Giimiis
2005, 2006; Mienis and Giimiis 2007). They have started to study recent and the sub-
fossil shells from excavations in early human settlements like in Catalhdyiik (Cum-
ra, Konya, in collaboration with Dr D. E. Bar-Yosef Mayer from Israel), in Sapinuva
(Ortakoy, Corum), and Troia (Canakkale) (Cakirlar 2008). Subfossil shells have been
collected from the walls of the archaeological sites (Fig. 5). An unusual finding of ter-
restrial snails in an Bronce-aged ship-wreck was recently recorded by Welter-Schultes
(2001). Interestingly, snails have been used for various purposes by humans, and some
of the species were identified as having served as ornaments or probably were used as
food (Fig. 6) (Bar-Yosef Mayer and Giimiis 2008).

Next to these human-related fields, the taxonomic composition of these findings
can be used as indicators for the prevailing climatic conditions at the time when these

Figure 5. The edge of a house wall where the freshwater and the terrestrial gastropods were collected from
the excavation area in Catalhdyiik archaeological site (Bar-Yosef Mayer and Giimiis 2008).
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Figure 6. An assemblage of native pulmonate species found at Catalhiiyiik (ca. 10.000 y bp). Note the

holes in the shells of a small terrestrial snail species on the bottom. They probably were used as a necklace
(Bar-Yosef Mayer and Giimiis 2008; Catalhoyuk Research Project Archives, Photographed by Burcin As-
kim Giimiis).
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places have been settled by humans. Standardised comparisons with the recent malaco-
fauna of the area may help to understand shifts in micro- and macroclimate.
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