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regular cleaning activities due to their web spinning activity but no report concerns 
additional cleaning costs. Since alien species are much less abundant, such additional 
costs are not to be expected or they will be merged with cleaning costs which anyhow 
have to be achieved. In addition, it should not be underestimated that many people 
simply fear spiders and react with insecticidal applications which involves fi nancial 
costs and may cause health problems. Th is, however, concerns native and alien spiders 
likewise.

Figure 7.3.6. Alien spiders. a   Cicurina japonica female (Dictynidae) b Ostearius  melanopygius female 
(Linyphiidae) c Crossopriza  lyoni female with eggsac (Pholcidae) d Spermophora   senoculata male (Pholci-
dae) e Plexipus paykulli female (Salticidae) f Loxosceles  rufescens female (Sicariidae). Reprinted with kind 
permission of Jǿrgen Lissner (© Jǿrgen Lissner, http://www.jorgenlissner.dk).
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Family
Species

Area of 
origin

First 
record in 
Europe

Invaded countries Habi-
tats

Refs

Amaurobiidae

   Amaurobius similis 
(Blackwall 1861)

North 
America 
(cosmo-
politan)

1915, 
DK

AD, BE, CH, DK, 
DE, ES, FR, GB, 
IE, MD, NL, NO, 
PL, RO, SE, UA

J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Harvey (2002), Sacher 
(1983), Jonsson pers. 
comm. (2005), Scharff  
pers. comm. (2005)

Clubionidae

Clubiona  facilis O. 
P.-Cambridge 1910

Australia 1932, 
GB

GB U Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Platnick (2008)

Dictynidae

  Cicurina japonica 
(Simon 1886) 

Asia 1990, 
DE

DE, CH, DK E, F, G, 
H, I

Blick and Hänggi (2003), 
Wunderlich and Hänggi 
(2005)

Dysderidae

Dysdera  aculeata 
Kroneberg 1875

Asia 1988 HR HR U Deeleman-Reinhold and 
Deeleman (1988)

Eresidae

Seothyra perelegans 
Simon 1906

Africa 1906 FR FR U Fauna Europaea (2005)

Gnaphosidae

Sosticus  loricatus (L. 
Koch 1866)

Asia 1879, SK AT, BG, BY, CS, 
CZ, DE, EE, FI, 
FR, GR, HU, IT, 
LV, LT, MK, PL, 
RO, RU, SK

J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Sacher (1983), Terhi-
vuo (1993), Pekar pers. 
comm. (2005)

Zelotes puritanus 
Chamberlin 1922

North 
America

1966, CZ AT, CH, CR, CZ , 
DE, LI, NO, RU, 
SE, SK

J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Komposch (2002), Pekar 
pers. comm. (2005)

Linyphiidae

Erigone  autumnalis 
Emerton 1882 

North 
America

1990, 
CH

CH, IT E, F, G, 
H, I

Blick and Hänggi (2003), 
Fauna Europaea (2005)

Mermessus  denticu-
latus (Banks, 1898) 
(=Eperigone eschato-
logica) 

North 
America

1995, BE BE, CH, DE, ES, 
NL

J1, 
J2.43

Blick (2004), Blick and 
Hänggi (2003), Fauna 
Europaea (2005)

Mermessus   trilobatus 
(Emerton 1882)

North 
America

1980, 
DE

AT, BE, CH, DE, 
IT, PL

E, F, G, 
H, I

Blick and Hänggi (2003), 
Fauna Europaea (2005)

Ostearius  melanopy-
gius  (O. P.-Cam-
bridge 1879)

Australia 1906, 
GB

AT, BE, BG, CH, 
CZ, DE, DK, ES, 
FR, FI, GB, IT, 
NL, PT, PL, RO, 
SE, SK 

E, F, G, 
H, I

Blick and Hänggi (2003), 
Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Komposch (2002), Ruz-
icka (1995), Pekar pers. 
comm. (2005), Scharff  
pers. comm. (2005)

Table 7.3.1 List and main characteristics of the spider species alien to Europe. Area of origin: since the 
area of origin is quite often not well known, this refers to the most probable origin. “cosmopolitan” means 
that the area of origin is outside Europe but not known, “cosmopolitan” in brackets gives an alternative 
explanation, South America refers to the tropical part of America. Country codes abbreviations refer to 
ISO 3166 (see appendix I). Only selected references are given. Last update 30.09.2008.

http://pensoftonline.net/biorisk/index.php/journal/editor/downloadFile/71/328
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Family
Species

Area of 
origin

First 
record in 
Europe

Invaded countries Habi-
tats

Refs

Oonopidae

Diblemma  donisthor-
pei O. P.-Cambridge 
1908

Asia 1914, 
GB

GB J1 Platnick (2008), Saaristo 
(2003)

Ischnothyreus  lym-
phaseus Simon 1893

Asia 2005, FR FR U Fauna Europaea (2005)

Ischnothyreus   velox 
Jackson 1908

Asia 2003, 
DE

DE, GB, NL J2.43 Blick (2004), Fauna Eu-
ropaea (2005), Saaristo 
(2003)

Triaeris   stenaspis 
Simon 1891

North 
America

1896, FR BE, FI, FR, IE, SK J1, J100 Blick (2004), Fauna Eu-
ropaea (2005), Holzapfel 
(1932), Koponen (1997), 
Van Keer (2007), Pekar 
pers. comm. (2005)

Pholcidae

Artema  atlanta  Wal-
ckenaer 1837

Africa 2001 BE BE, GB, GR J1 Blick (2004), Blick and 
Hänggi (2003), Fauna 
Europaea (2005), Lee 
(2005), Platnick (2008), 
Van Keer (2007)

Crossopriza  lyoni 
(Blackwall 1867)

Africa 2004, BE BE E, F, G, 
H, I, J1

Blick (2004), Van Keer 
(2007)

Micropholcus  fauroti 
(Simon 1887) 

Africa 2001, BE BE, CH J1 Blick (2004), Blick and 
Hänggi (2003), Platnick 
(2008), Van Keer (2007)

Pholcus opilionoides 
(Schrank 1781)

Asia 1859, CZ AD, AT, BG, CH, 
CS, CZ , DE, ES, 
FR, GR, HR, HU, 
IT, LI, LU, MD, 
MK, MT, PL, PT, 
RO, RU, SK, UA

J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Sacher (1983), Pekar pers. 
comm. (2005)

Pholcus phalangioides 
(Fuesslin 1775)

 Asia 1857, SK AT, BE, BG, BY, 
CH, CS, CZ , DE, 
DK, ES, FI , FR, 
GB, GR, HU, IE, 
IS, IT, LI, LT, LU, 
MD, MK, MT, 
NO, NL, PL, PT, 
RO, RU, SE, SK, 
UA

J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Holzapfel (1932), Kom-
posch (2002), Sacher 
(1983), Terhivuo (1993), 
Valesova-Zdarkova 
(1966), Jonsson pers. 
comm. (2005), Pekar 
pers. comm. (2005), 
Scharff  pers. comm. 
(2005)

 Smeringopus pallidus 
(Blackwall 1858)

Africa 2004, NL NL J1, 
J2.43

Blick (2004)

Spermophora   senocu-
lata (Dugès 1836)

Africa 1976, SK BE, BG, CH, CS, 
ES, FR, GR, HR, 
IT, MK, MT, PT, 
SI, SK, UA

J1, J100 Blick (2004), Fauna 
Europaea (2005), Plat-
nick (2008), Pekar pers. 
comm. (2005)
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Family
Species

Area of 
origin

First 
record in 
Europe

Invaded countries Habi-
tats

Refs

Prodidomidae

Zimiris  doriai Simon 
1882

Asia 2005, 
DE

DE J1 Jäger (2005)

Salticidae

Hasarius  adansoni 
(Audouin 1826)

Africa 1901, FR BE, CH, CZ, DE, 
DK, ES, FR, GR, 
IE, IT, MT, NL, 
PL

J2.43 Blick and Hänggi (2003), 
Bosmans and Vanuytven 
(2002), Fauna Europaea 
(2005), Hänggi (2003), 
Holzapfel (1932), Pekar 
pers. comm. (2005), 
Scharff  pers. comm. 
(2005)

  Menemerus bivittatus 
(Dufour 1831)

Africa 1831, ES CZ, ES, FR, GB, 
IT, PT

J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Montardi (2006)

Panysinus nicholsoni 
(O. P.-Cambridge 
1899)

Asia 2005, FR FR J1 Fauna Europaea (2005)

Plexippus paykulli 
(Audouin 1826)

Asia 1819, FR ES, FR, GB, GR, 
IT, MT

J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Montardi (2006) 

Scytodidae

Scytodes   venusta 
(Th orell 1890)

Asia 2004, NL NL J1 Blick (2004), Fauna 
Europaea (2005), Plat-
nick (2008), Pekar pers. 
comm. (2005)

Sicariidae

Loxosceles  laeta 
(Nicolet 1849)

South 
America

1963, FI FI, IT J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Huhta (1972)

Loxosceles  rufescens 
(Dufour 1820)

North 
America 
(cosmo-
politan)

1820, ES ES, FR, GR, HR, 
IT, NL, MT, PT

J1, 
J2.43

Blick (2004), Fauna Euro-
paea (2005)

Sparassidae

Barylestis  scutatus 
(Pocock 1903)

Africa 1961, IE IE J1 Forsyth (1962)

Barylestis   variatus 
(Pocock 1899)

Africa 1961, IE GB, IE J1 Forsyth (1962), Slawson 
(2000)

Heteropoda   venatoria 
(Linnaeus 1767)

Asia 1960, CZ CH, CZ, DE, DK, 
ES, NL, NO, PL

J2.43 Blick and Hänggi (2003), 
Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Hänggi (2003), Ruzicka 
(1995), Valesova-Zdarko-
va (1966),  Ruzicka pers. 
comm. (2005), Scharff  
pers. comm. (2005) 

Olios  sanctivincentii 
(Simon 1897)

Asia 1961, IE GB, IE J1 Forsyth (1962), Slawson 
(2000)

Tychicus  longipes 
(Walckenaer 1837)

Asia 1837, NL NL J2.43 Platnick (2008)
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Family
Species

Area of 
origin

First 
record in 
Europe

Invaded countries Habi-
tats

Refs

Tetragnathidae

Tetragatha  shoshone 
(Levi 1981)

North 
America

1992, 
DE

AT, CZ, DE, HU, 
MK, RO, SK

E, F, G, 
H, I

Fauna Europaea (2005)

Th eridiidae

Achaearanea   tabulata 
Levi 1980

South 
America

1991, AT AT, CH, DE, PL, 
RU, BG, UA 

J1 Blick and Hänggi (2003), 
Fauna Europaea (2005)

Achaearanea  acoreen-
sis (Berland 1932)

North 
America

2002, BE BE J1, 
J2.43

Van Keer (2007)

Achaearanea   tepida-
riorum  (C.L. Koch 
1841)

South 
America 
(cosmo-
politan)

1867, AT AT, BE, BG, CH, 
CZ, DE, DK, ES, 
FI, FR, GB, GR, 
HU, HR, IE, IS, 
IT, LV, LI, MK, 
MT, NL, NO, PL, 
PT, RO, RU, SK, 
SE, UA

J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Komposch (2002), Sacher 
(1983), Valesova-Zdarko-
va (1966), Koponen pers. 
comm. (2005), Pekar 
pers. comm. (2005), 
Scharff  pers. comm. 
(2005)

Achaearanea   verucu-
lata  (Urquhart 
1885)

Australia 1885, BE BE, GB J1, 
J2.43

Blick (2004), Platnick 
(2008), Van Keer (2007)

  Chrysso   spiniventris 
(O. P.-Cambridge 
1869)

Asia 1949, NL NL J2.43 Blick (2004)

  Coleosoma fl orida-
num Banks 1900

Asia 1981, 
GB

AT, CH, DE, FI, 
GB, NL

J1, 
J2.43

Blick (2004), Blick and 
Hänggi (2003), Fauna 
Europaea (2005), Hänggi 
(2003), Harvey (2002), 
Komposch (2002) 

Latrodectus  hasselti 
Th orell 1870

Australia 2001, BE BE, DK J2.43 Blick (2004), Platnick 
(2008), Scharff  pers. 
comm. (2005)

  Nesticodes rufi pes 
(Lucas 1846)

South 
America

1996, AT AT, BE, CZ, ES, 
MT, PT

J2.43 Blick (2004), Komposch 
(2002), Van Keer (2007)

Steatoda  grossa  (C.L. 
Koch 1838)

Cosmo-
politan

1850, SE AT, BE, BG, BY, 
CS, CZ, DE, DK, 
EE, ES, FI, FR, 
GB, GR, HU, IE, 
IT, LT, LV, MD, 
MK, MT, NL, PL, 
PT, RO, RU, SE, 
SI, SK , UA

J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Komposch (2002), Sacher 
(1983), Valesova-Zdark-
ova (1966), Jonsson pers. 
comm. (2005), Pekar 
pers. comm. (2005), 
Scharff  pers. comm. 
(2005)

Steatoda   triangulosa 
(Walckenaer 1802)

Cosmo-
politan

1852, AT AD, AT, BE, BG, 
CH, CS, CZ, DE, 
ES, FR, GB, GR, 
HR, HU, LV, MK, 
MT, NL, PT, RO, 
RU, SI, SK, UA

J1 Fauna Europaea (2005), 
Harvey (2002), Kom-
posch (2002), Valesova-
Zdarkova (1966), Scharff  
pers. comm. (2005)

Th omisidae

  Bassaniana versicolor 
Keyserling 1880

North 
America

1932, FR FR U Fauna Europaea (2005)




