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Abstract. We report additional records of the recently described, supposedly rare species of wolf snake, Lycodon
irwini Naveen et al., 2025, known only from Great Nicobar Island, India. We report 14 sightings of this species from
opportunistic encounters recorded during sporadic surveys over seven months. This highlights the limited extent of
previous surveys in this region and suggests that this species is not as rare as previously assumed. We also empha-
sise that Great Nicobar is a poorly surveyed area, and further rigorous surveys could yield more data on seemingly
rare species and potentially reveal new ones from this region.

Keywords. Data-deficient region, distribution records, Nicobar Archipelago, insular fauna, road-cruising surveys,
wildlife road mortality, wolf snake

Gokulakrishnan G, Naveen RS, Iyanar S, Aravindan BK, Barath S, Pattnaik D, Krishnakumar BM, Sruthi S,

Kumara HN, Babu S (2026) Further records of Lycodon irwini Naveen, Mirza, Choure & Chandramouli, 2025
(Squamata, Colubridae) from Great Nicobar, India. Check List 22 (5): 876-881. https://doi.org/10.15560/22.5.876

Introduction

The recently described wolf snake Lycodon irwini Naveen, Mirza, Choure & Chandramouli, 2025, is cur-
rently known from only five records on Great Nicobar Island, where it has been sighted in moist ever-
green forest habitats (Harikrishnan et al. 2010; Naveen et al. 2025; Nguyen et al. 2026). On an island
measuring 1,045 km?, the known occurrence range of this species covers an area of approximately
15 km?. Despite herpetofaunal surveys in the region going on since the 19™ century, beginning with
Blyth (1846), L. irwini was only recently described, and even before its identification as a distinct spe-
cies it has only been recorded once, as L. subcinctus (see Harikrishnan et al. 2010). Based on this, it is
reasonable to regard the species as rare and cryptic, as previously suggested by Naveen et al. (2025)
and Nguyen et al. (2026). However, we present additional data that show these assumptions to be
incorrect. We report further records of this species and discuss its distribution on Great Nicobar Island.

Study area

The Nicobar Archipelago is situated between the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea to the east
of peninsular India. Nicobar Islands constitute a district of the Union Territory of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands (Figure 1). This Archipelago consists of 23 islands covering approximately 1,930 km?
in the eastern Indian Ocean (Nguyen et al. 2026) and constitutes three geographically distinct clus-
ters of islands: the Northern, Central, and Southern groups (Rodgers and Panwar 1988; Vijayakumar
and David 2006). Great Nicobar Island (henceforth GNI), located between 06°45'N-07°15'N and
093°38'E-093°55'E, is the largest island in the Nicobar Archipelago and is part of the Southern Group.
GNI has an area of 1,045 km? and includes five perennial rivers and five major hill ranges, with Mount
Thullier as the highest peak at 670 m a.s.l. The island is predominantly forested with extensive tropical
evergreen forest covering both hills and flatlands (Sivakumar 2000). Approximately 85% (885 km?) of
the island is protected within the Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, which comprises Campbell Bay
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Figure 1. Map of Great Nicobar Island showing the locations of additional sightings of Lycodon irwini made between July and December 2025, including both live-sightings and

roadkilled individuals.

and Galathea National Park (Gokulakrishnan 2022). The present study was conducted along roadsides
from Zero Point (07.0136°N, 093.9298°E) to Indira Point (06.7569°N, 096.8281°E) on GNI (Figure 1).

Methods

Our observations largely were opportunistic records from a nocturnal owl survey in the study area,
conducted from June 2025 to December 2025 as part of an investigation of the owl-prey base. Snakes
were not handled or caught during this study, and no voucher specimens were collected. Distribution
maps were prepared using QGIS v. 3.34 (QGIS Development Team 2025).

Species identification was based on a combination of geographic distribution and diagnostic mor-
phological characters. The genus Lycodon Fitzinger, 1826 is represented by 19 species in India, of which
three (L. tiwarii Biswas & Sanyal, 1965; L. hypsirhinoides Theobald, 1868; and L. irwini) are insular endem-
ics restricted to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Uetz et al. 2026). Among these, L. irwini is the only
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Figure 2. Lycodon irwini from Great Nicobar
Island. A. Roadkilled individual from Magar-
nalla. B. Live individual from Govind Nagar.
Photographs by Gokulakrishnan.

species known from GNI and can be readily distinguished from regional congeners, as the latter two
belong to the L. aulicus group, whereas L. irwini is a member of the L. subcinctus group (Harikrishnan et
al. 2010). The encountered individuals matched the morphological characters of L. irwini as described
by Naveen et al. (2025), including a slender, medium-sized body, occasional presence of a preocular
scale, prefrontal scales not in contact with the orbit, and absence of white bands on the black dorsal
surface. Based on these characters, the species was identified as L. irwini. Observations were based
solely on in situ observation and photographic documentation. Sex could not be determined, as indi-
viduals were not captured or handled.

Results

We opportunistically recorded 14 individuals of L. irwini (Figure 2) during the nocturnal owl survey
(Table 1).

Lycodon irwini Naveen, Mirza, Choure & Chandramouli, 2025
Figure 2

New records. INDIA — UNION TERRITORY OF THE ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS ¢ Great Nicobar Island,
Magarnalla; 06.9850°N, 093.9130°E; 35 m a.s.l.; 08.1X.2025; Digvijaya & Aravind obs.; mixed evergreen
forests; 1ind., roadkilled  Great Nicobar Island, Govind Nagar; 07.0010°N, 093.8980°E; 50 m a.s.l.;
31.VIL.2025; Digvijaya & Aravind obs.; near mixed evergreen forest; 1 ind., crossing road at 21:09 «
Great Nicobar Island, Joginder Nagar; 06.9570°N, 093.9171°E; 40 m a.s.l.; 16.VI1.2025; Gokulakrishnan
& Barath obs.; near mixed evergreen forests; 1 ind., roadkilled  same locality; 23.VI1.2025; Gokulakr-
ishnan & Aravind obs.; near mixed evergreen forests; 1ind., crossing road at about 21:30 « same local-
ity; 05.VIIL.2025; Gokulakrishnan obs.; tropical semi-evergreen forest; 1ind., road killed » same local-
ity; 08.1X.2025; Gokulakrishnan & Digvijaya obs.; near mixed evergreen forests; 1 ind., road killed °
Great Nicobar Island, Vijay Nagar; 06.9290°N, 093.8940°E; 80 m a.s.l.; 26.VIIL.2025; Gokulakrishnan &
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Table 1. Summary of opportunistic records of Lycodon irwini documented during a nocturnal owl survey on Great Nicobar Island. Live individuals were crossing a road; dead indi-
viduals were found as roadkill.

Elevation Live/ Length

Date Site name Latitude (°N) Longitude (°E) m) Habitat type dead Time (cm) Identifier

08.1X.2025 Magarnalla 06.9850 093.9130 35 Mixed evergreen forest Dead — 80 Digvijaya Pattnaik; Aravindan
31VIL.2025  Govind Nagar 07.0010 093.8980 50 Mixed evergreen forest Live 21:09 50 Digvijaya Pattnaik; Aravindan
16.VIL2025  Joginder Nagar 06.9570 093.9171 40 Mixed evergreen forest Dead — 90 Gokulakrishnan; Barath
23VI1.2025  Joginder Nagar 06.9564 093.9020 32 Mixed evergreen forest Live 21:30 20 Gokulakrishnan; Aravindan
05.VIIL.2025  Joginder Nagar 06.9576 093.9074 52 Tropical semi-evergreen  Dead — 30 Gokulakrishnan

08.1X.2025  Joginder Nagar 06.9539 093.9026 43 Mixed evergreen forest Dead — 40 Gokulakrishnan; Digvijaya Pattnaik
18VIL.2025  Vijay Nagar 06.9290 093.8940 80 Tropical semi-evergreen  Dead — 70 Gokulakrishnan; Iyanar
26.VIIL.2025  Vijay Nagar 06.9290 093.8940 80 Mixed evergreen forest Live 21:08 40 Gokulakrishnan; Digvijaya Pattnaik
27V1.2025 Lakshmi Nagar 06.9136 093.8901 90 Mixed evergreen forest Dead — 50 Gokulakrishnan; Aravindan
03.VIII.2025  Lakshmi Nagar 06.8667 093.8872 58 Coconut plantation Live 21:10 50 Barath; Iyanar

09.1X.2025 Lakshmi Nagar 06.8837 093.8871 24 Mixed evergreen forest Live 21:30 40 Gokulakrishnan; Aravindan
26.X11.2025  Lakshmi Nagar 06.9095 093.8943 4 Tropical semi-evergreen  Live 20:30 30 Gokulakrishnan; Babu
20VIIL.2025  Galathea 06.8220 093.8650 55 Tropical semi-evergreen  Live 20:30 70 Gokulakrishnan; Aravindan
01.VIIL.2025 Indira Point 06.7980 093.8370 120 Mixed evergreen forest Live 20:00 90 Gokulakrishnan; Aravindan

Digvijaya obs.; near mixed evergreen forests; 1ind., crossing road at 21:08 « same locality; 18.VI1.2025;
Gokulakrishnan & Iyanar obs.; tropical semi-evergreen forest; 1ind., roadkilled « Great Nicobar Island,
Lakshmi Nagar; 06.9136°N, 093.8901°E; 90 m a.s.l.; 27.V1.2025; Gokulakrishnan, Aravind, Iyanar & Bar-
ath obs.; near mixed evergreen forests; 1ind., road killed  same locality; 03.VIII.2025; Barath & Iyanar
obs.; coconut plantation; 1ind., crossing road at 21:10 « same locality; 09.1X.2025; Gokulakrishnan &
Aravind obs.; near mixed evergreen forests; 1 ind., crossing road at 21:30 « 06.9095° N, 93.8943° E;
41 m a.s.l.; 26.XI1.2025; Gokulakrishnan and Babu obs.; tropical semi-evergreen forest; 1 ind., cross-
ing road at 20:30 * Great Nicobar Island, Galathea; 6.8220°N, 093.8650°E; 55 m a.s.l.; 20.VIII.2025;
Gokulakrishnan & Aravind obs.; tropical semi-evergreen forest; 1ind., crossing forest trail at 20:30
Great Nicobar Island, Indira Point; 066.7980°N, 093.8370°E; 120 m a.s.l.; 01.VII1.2025; Gokulakrishnan
& Aravind obs.; near mixed evergreen forests; 1ind., crossing road at 20:00.

Identification. All encounters match the general morphology described in the and updated descrip-
tions (Naveen et al. 2025; Nguyen et al. 2026). Dorsal colouration is variable in younger individuals,
and both juvenile and subadult specimens that we encountered showed a distinct white collar-band
which is absent in adults. The body colouration was otherwise uniformly bluish- to brownish-black.

Discussion

Our new records of Lycodon irwini were found over seven months during a nocturnal owl survey. Our
rate of encounter of this species is, in fact, comparable, if not higher, to that of congeners of the L.
subcinctus group. This clearly shows that the perceived rarity of the species is a result of limited and
inconsistent survey efforts and underscores the need for more systematic surveying. A major obstacle
faced by biologists studying species diversity in this region is the restricted access in many areas.
Several other species on GNI have been reported as similarly rare and are known from only a few
records, possibly for the same reason. Our new records only marginally expand the known Extent of
Occurrence of L. irwini because surveys could be conducted in only a few accessible parts of the island.
However, we predict this species occurs throughout much of GNI, given the island’s relatively uniform
terrain and limited elevational range. Collectively, our observations reveal that L. irwini is not rare and
is substantially more abundant than previously assumed.

Naveen et al. (2025) recommended listing the species as Endangered; however, Nguyen et al.
(2026) argued that such a classification may be premature, given the lack of population-level data, and
instead proposed a status of Vulnerable. We found L. irwini from seven unique sites on Great Nicobar
Island, substantially expanding the number of known occurrences. Although the species is endemic
to Great Nicobar Island and range-restricted, our observations suggest that it may be more widely
distributed in similar habitats across the island. We note that this species does face certain threats,
particularly from vehicular traffic; we found six roadkill individuals among the 14 individual in total
that we encountered. Thus, we agree with Nguyen et al. (2026) that Lycodon irwini is best classified as
Vulnerable.
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Much remains unknown about this species. Although Nguyen et al. (2026) provided the first
description of the male, this added little beyond the original description, and a detailed description
of the hemipenes would be an important contribution and the focus of future research. Nguyen et
al. (2026) proposed hypotheses for the absence of bands in L. irwini, suggesting potential ecological
differences from other species of Lycodon. Investigating these ecological differences could provide
valuable insights into the species’ biology and should be prioritised in future studies.
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