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Abstract

Digital inventory of collections is one of the main priorities of curatorship work at museums.
In the Science Museum of the University of Coimbra these process started in 2007 with the
development of the Virtual Museum project reaching 9,000 digitised specimens of Natural
History. The public access to the information via the museum webpage increased the
impact of the museum collections for the public and for the scientific and museum
communities in Portugal and abroad. The number of loans for exhibitions and research
visitors has grown exponentially. The Portuguese Museology Association (APOM) prized
the former domain http://museudaciencia.inwebonline.net/ in 2010 with the Best
Implementation and Multimedia Managment. Since 2007 the Museum has been improving
its facilities and human resources and a new generation of curators and assistant curators
are getting involved. Nevertheless, a substantial part of this new generation has been
maintained by fellowships associated to time-limited projects, resulting in an inevitable gap
of continuity. An infrastructure project is currently developing at the museum, the PRISC
consortium (Portuguese Research Infrastructure of Scientific Collections). It consists of an
e-infrastructure providing the services to the collections with special emphasis in the
human resources curatorship. In the case of the geocollections this represents the filling of
an almost one decade gap of no collection digitisation activity. The geocollections are the
second largest archive of specimens and associated data of the museum, reaching an
estimated amount of more than 30,000 specimens. It comprises Mineralogy, Petrology and
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Palaeontology specimens and is one of the largest and oldest Portuguese geodiversity
repositories. The online portal is fed by the information stored in a database that is steadily
growing with new incoming specimens, 2D images, and data from the transcription of
relevant label records and old catalogues. That process is crucial to promote the best-
practice systems for collection management. Geocollections have specific requirements
comparing to other Natural History collections and dedicated thesaurus are mandatory to
accommodate the related data. That process has been developed in many cases by
feeding the data to the database but in other cases forced to reprogramme new fields in it.
The terminology associated with the specimens, such as lithostratigraphy units,
chronostratigraphic terms, or regional rock and mineral names are frequently out of date
and should be readjusted to the internationally accepted names. This is one of the cases
that evidences how important it is to improve good practice initiatives to normalize the data.
Most of the Museum’s databases are feeding global data-sharing utilities such as Global
Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) or The Encyclopedia of Life (EOL). This global
sharing of data claims important data quality and standardization implementation practices.
In order to fulfill that goal, a new generation of curators is being prepared with skills in a
logic of networking. The involvement and enthusiasm of these young generations of
curators is at the base of a quality curatorship in today’s museums.
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