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Mariana Gabriela Ecaterina Andrei (Hanganu) was born on December 18, 1946, at
“Regele Mihai” (“King Michael”) Maternity Hospital, Bucharest. Her father, $tefan
Hanganu, originating in Félciu, Vaslui County, a village from the banks of the Prut
River, graduated the Academy of Higher Commercial Studies (today Bucharest
University of Economic Studies, ASE) of Bucharest. Her mother, Constanta Hanganu,
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was born in Bals, Olt County, and graduated the Faculty of Letters (French-Italian
Department).

Gabriela attended the first grade of school in 1953, at “Mecet” School, in Popa
Nan Street. Then she moved at “School no. 807, in Dudesti Street, where she attended
the rest of the school. She was a model student and she was the first or among the
top three students in her class. She attended “Iulia Hasdeu” High School. Between
1965 and 1971, Gabriela attended the Faculty of Biology (University of Bucharest),
specializing in Biology - Zoology. During her student years, she met her future
husband, Mircea Dragomir. They married in 1968 and had a daughter, Ada-Maria,
born on March 16, 1986 (married Marquardt, settled in Germany).

After graduating from faculty, she was assigned to the General School in the
Lastuni village, Mihail Kogédlniceanu commune in Tulcea County (Dobrogea),
together with her husband. She worked there for almost four years teaching biology,
agriculture and chemistry. In September 1975, she resigned from her position in
Tulcea County and returned to Bucharest. During 1976, she worked as substitute
teacher at various high schools in Bucharest.

Between March 8 and November 15, 1976, she was temporarily employed as a
museologist at the “Grigore Antipa” Museum of Natural History, covering people
who worked abroad for specialization or on medical leave.

In November of the same year, she was hired as a curator and assistant technician.
At first, she worked within the Entomology Department led by Dr. Aurelian Popescu-
Gorj (1914-1997). Here she was entrusted with her with the task: restoring and
systematizing the famous “Arnold Lucien Montandon” Heteroptera collection (about
4,950 species with 22,552 specimens). She prepared over 2000 specimens (washing,
reconditioning, gluing broken fragments, etc.) and changed oxidized needles on
5000 specimens.

In June 1980, Gabriela had the opportunity to transfer to the Invertebrates
Department, led by Dochita Lupu. Later, this department became the Department of
Invertebrates and Aquatic Ecology, under Dr. Dan Manoleli’s leadership (1942-2010).
Thus, Gabriela’s old wish was fulfilled: to study mollusk collections. An intense period
of documentation on the new group began. She was curator of the mollusk scientific
collection of the museum, contributing to its development and scientific research.
At the same time, she carried out intense field work, collecting, identifying, and
preserving a multitude of species.

As well as other museologists of the institution, she was involved in specific
educational activities: popularization conferences, guides for groups of visitors,
thematic guides for primary and secondary school students, as well as for students of
biology, human and veterinary medicine, and agronomy faculties. She also updated
the information for visitors in the public exhibition by writing new explanatory texts,
updating scientific names, drawing up distribution maps of the displayed various
species, replacing outdated labels, etc.

Another project she took into consideration was the organisation of temporary
exhibitions. Thus, in 1980, together with Rodica Serafim (museologist) and Mircea
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Serban (the museum’s graphic designer), she participated in the creation of the
temporary exhibition “The Museum - Workshop of Knowledge and Creation - Seen by
Children’, a fine art exhibition, opened on the occasion of the International Museum
Day and the Child’s International Year, created in collaboration with the fine arts
circles of the Children’s Clubs (then the Houses of Pioneers and Homeland Falcons)
in Bucharest. The works created by children were inspired by the museum’s exhibits.

In 1985, Gabriela conceived and organized the temporary exhibition “Marine
Mollusks”, opened from April 1 to September 22. On this occasion, 236 specimens
were presented, most of them introduced in the museum’s patrimony 20 years
before the inauguration. Several ornamental objects, made of nacre and shells,
were also exhibited. The exhibition was a real success, also proved by the beautiful
words from the impression notebook: “I enjoyed visiting this exhibition, which gave
me the impression of a sea voyage, where you can see many charming things. Sincere
congratulations to the organizers”

She also collaborated to the organization of other temporary exhibitions within
the museum: “Venomous Animals” (1989), “Four Romanian Naturalists in Indonesia”
(1992), “From Bucharest to the Amazon” (the “Gr. Antipa” Museum expedition
to Brazil, 1995), “A Romanian Doctor in Africa” (1996), “Victims of Civilization”
(1999), “Fauna Moda” (2005). Gabriela also participated in organising exhibitions
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Gabriela Andrei and part of the Museum collective, in 1982
(from the left to the right, bottom: Ioana Andreescu, Alexandru Marinescu, Dr. Medeea Weinberg,
middle: Dr. Dan Manoleli, Dr. Ion Dréighia, Gabriela Andrei, Academician Mihai Bacescu,
Dr. Aurelian Popescu Gorj, Rodica Serafim, back: Mircea Andrei, Dr. Modest Gutu, Aurel Udrescu,
Dr. Nicolae Gildean).
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in different museums of the country: Piatra Neamt, Galati (“Mollusks of the world
seas and oceans’, 1989), Botosani and Targoviste at children’s clubs (“Mollusks and
insects of the Indonesian Archipelago’, 1995, with items of “Grigore Antipa” Museum’s
collections).

Being often requested, she carried out species identifications for the collections
of the natural sciences museums in Galati and Falticeni. She provided both
bibliographical and practical guidance to several students and young museologists
from Bucharest, Craiova, Iasi, Cluj, and the Republic of Moldova.

Over time, Gabriela has participated in numerous research projects of the museum
and other institutions focused on investigating biodiversity in different regions of
Romania, such as: the Romanian Plain, the Danube Delta, the Romanian Black Sea
coast, Dobrogea, Maramures, Buzau, Mehedinti and Banat, the Black Sea coast; from
several mountain ranges: in the Natural Parks of the Banat, Ciucas, Piatra Craiului,
Fagdras, Macin, as well as the Cerna River basin, the Olt River basin, etc.

Within these projects, she carried out over 100 field trips, collecting an impressive
number of specimens of various systematic groups, preserved, curated, and valued
personally in collections, but also by other museum’s specialists.

She provided important data on some mollusk species with protection status,
within the framework of the “Horizon 2000” National Research and Development
Program, but also for the “Emerald” Ecological Network of Protected Areas and

Fieldwork in Maramures County (Poienile de sub Munte, July 1998)
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Species of European Interest - an essential network for the biodiversity conservation,
developed under the Bern Convention (1979).

As for exotic mollusks, mainly marine, a special achievement was the
establishment of the gastropod and bivalve collections brought by the expedition
of “Grigore Antipa” Museum in the Indonesian Arhipelago (February 16 - June 21,
1991). After years of study, the results were presented: 2,453 specimens, of which 259
species of gastropods and 115 species of bivalves from 67 families.

Within the period 2005-2009, Gabriela focused on researching mollusks from
the Mediterranean region, collected during the expeditions of the “Grigore Antipa”
Museum in Turkey: “Taurus” (2005) and “Focida” (2006). The result was the
identification of 62 species (27 gastropods, 33 bivalves, one polyplacophoran and
one cephalopod) belonging to 42 families and subfamilies.

The studies undertaken in the collections were capitalized on in numerous
scientific communications within the “Grigore Antipa” Museum or in museums of
the country (Ploiesti-1994, Arad and Galati-1997, Bacdu-2001, etc.), communications
materialized in various scientific publications.

In September 1998, together with Zoe Apostolache Stoicescu (1936-2017),
she participated with a poster at the 2" Congress of Biodiversity, Ecology and
Conservation of Balkan Fauna (BIOECCO 2) in Ohrid, Macedonia.

In parallel with the study of mollusks from Romanian and world fauna, Gabriela
also dealt with the organization, development, management, and research of the
collections. She completed hundreds of heritage sheets, registered specimens for the
collections, and drew up inventories of the collections newly entered into museum’s
heritage (acquisitions, donations, and specimens collected during expeditions).
2,453 specimens of 374 species and subspecies, belonging to 67 families from the
Indonesian Archipelago were entered into museumss collections. The identification
and organization of the collection represented several years of sustained work and
represents the most important collection of marine mollusks that has entered the
museum heritage since 1990.

We also mention the impressive collections of Romanian fauna, donated by Prof.
Dr. Alexandru V. Grossu, one of the greatest malacologists of the 20" century, director
of the museum between 1955 and 1957 and founder of the publication Travaux du
Muséum d’Histoire naturelle “Grigore Antipa” (1957). His collections, with thousands
of specimens (6,184 specimens preserved in alcohol, 15,319 gastropods and 1,718
bivalves in dry preservation), consists of all species of the Romanian fauna, including
many type specimens (11 holotypes and 22 paratypes).

It is important to emphasize that Gabriela passionately honoured one of the
important tasks of a natural history museum, that of communicating scientific
knowledge in accessible forms to the public of all ages. Thus, she held numerous
conferences both in the museum and in other similar institutions, contributing to
the education of the public in environment protection.

She wrote numerous papers for popularizing science in various Romanian
journals (Descopera [Discover], and Planeta Albastrd [The Blue Planet] - an ecological
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education and general culture publication aimed especially at schoolchildren. So, she
contributed to enlarging the students’ intellectual horizon, to the understanding and
thoroughgoing study of biology they got at school, and last but not the least, to the
formation of ecological principles, pointing out the knowledge and protection of the
natural and museum patrimony.

In 1990, then in 1995, Romanian Television, in collaboration with researchers
of the museum, made documentary films highlighting the history and collections of
the “Grigore Antipa” Museum, broadcasted within the programs “Step by Step” - the
“Museum Treasures” segment and “Videolexicon”. The film comments were made
by Gabriela.

The museum launched the “Collections and Collectors” album series to promote
the scientific and historical heritage. These publications highlighted the history of the
collections, the valuable specimens of these collections, and the personalities who
contributed to the enrichment of the museum’s heritage.

In 2010, Gabriela signed the text of the album “Moluste” [Mollusks] (from the
“Collections and Collectors” series) published by the “Grigore Antipa” National
Museum of Natural History (34 pages; 66 images).

Over the years, she showed a special interest in her predecessors’ work, linked
in one way or another to the “Grigore Antipa” Museum: first of all, Arnold Lucien
Montandon, but also Igor Sienkiewicz (1907-2006), Prof. Dr Doc. Alexandru V.
Grossu (1910-2004), Dr. Paul Dancescu (1927-2022), geologist Mircea Pauca
(1903-1988), Prof. Gheorghe Neamu (1935-2021) and others. As a result of the
approaching of such topics, Gabriela became an associate member of the Department
of History of Science of the Romanian Committee for the History and Philosophy of
Science and Technology of the Romanian Academy (CRIFST/DIS).

Two new species of crustaceans (Cumacea: Leuconidae, Nannastacidae), Leucon
andreiae (a crustacean from the Gulf of Mexico) and Campylaspis gabrielamircea
Petrescu, 2018 (a crustacean from Australia, New South Wales, Tasman Sea) were
dedicated to Gabriela Andrei by Iorgu Petrescu & Richard Heard in 2010 as a sign
of appreciation for her discrete dedication and admiration for the history of the
museum, and the second one, dedicated by Iorgu Petrescu in 2018 to both Gabriela
Andrei and her husband Mircea Andrei, esteemed herpetologist of the museum and
gemologist, for their longtime friendship and mutual support.

Gabriela retired in 2009. As she confessed to us, she left disappointed with her
work. She always reproached herself that in the decades she worked at the museum
she didn’t do enough, that she left behind a lot of unidentified, unrecorded, and
unpublished specimens. In 2013, she returned to the museum with a contract and
continued her work until her last days, in 2025. Thus, she managed to achieve what
she wanted. Within this period, she identified specimens of the classes Bivalvia,
Cephalopoda, Gasteropoda, Polyplacophora and Scaphopoda: 18,846 specimens
of 1,150 species and subspecies, belonging to 202 families. Specimens were from
Romania and different parts of the world, both terrestrial and aquatic species
(freshwater and marine).



In memoriam Gabriela Andrei (1946-2025) 111

We mention the specimens brought from the expeditions organized by the
“Grigore Antipa” Museum in Mauritania (1971), Tanzania (1973-1974), Djibouti
(1977), the Indonesian Archipelago (1991), as well as from the expeditions in the areas
and bordering the Mediterranean basin organized by the “Grigore Antipa” Museum
in partnership with the “Oceanic-Club” Society for Oceanographic Exploration and
Protection of the Marine Environment (Constanta, Romania) in Turkey (“Taurus”
2005; “Focida” 2006), Tunisia (“Punia” 2006), Morocco (“Atlas” 2007, “Dakhla” 2012).

She has also processed material donated or collected by museum specialists and
collaborators, specimens from Africa, North and South America, Europe and Asia, as
well as from the Atlantic (Bermuda), Pacific and Indian Oceans. In the last 3 months
she was interested in the most recent donations of mollusk specimens made by Mr.
Réazvan Poenaru (established in Canada) — specimens from the Red Sea, Egypt,
Hamrawein port area.

Gabriela loved blue color. Here it is what she wrote on June 20, 1982. “Sometimes,
we feel the need for blue / Then we look at the sky and desire the sea / And if we can’t
see any of them / We dress in blue / We become lonely birds, free in our thoughts /
Sometimes very sad or strange / Blue is what we are going towards / In the back, the
memory becomes blue / The forget-me-not flower is still blue... / Why people didn’t
choose a flower of a different color?”

Gabriela, in half of century at the museum stood out through her modesty, sincerity
and fairness, with a special thirst for knowledge and respect for the personalities who
left their mark on the history of the Museum and biological research.

Deep respect for her entire activity.

Gabriela passed away on a Christmas Day, December 26, 2025, because of a
stroke. At her request, she was cremated. Pious memory!

Condolences to the family!
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