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EASE Statement on the Escalation of Armed Conflict

The European Association of Science Editors
(EASE) issues this statement in support of its
members and regional chapters across the
Middle East and beyond, particularly in

Azerbaijan, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Oman,

are global endeavours that should oper-

ate beyond political constraints. However,
integrity also demands that we uphold the
core idea that all disputes must be settled by

peaceful means, in such a manner that inter-

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and national peace, security, and justice are not

the United States, as well as the broader endangered.

scholarly community affected by the ongoing Guided by our values of being inclusive and

escalation of armed conflict approachable,* we remain committed to cre-

EASE is a non-political organization; however, ating a safe, supportive space where everyone

we emphasize that scientific progress and feels they belong. To that end, we commit to

scholarly collaboration fundamentally require the following measures:

an environment of peace and stability. e We will continue to support editors and

As a global community of scholarly editors and researchers in conflict zones.

communication professionals, EASE remains » We invite all to take into account the

dedicated to building trust in research by psychological safety of their colleagues,

raising editorial excellence.! We are proud of authors, reviewers, and editors from the

our inclusive and diverse network,? which impacted countries who either live there or

values different cultures and perspectives. have family members there.

Today, we are deeply concerned for the safety ¢ We recommend reaching out to the

of our members and colleagues, and handling editors — if your journal has any

profoundly saddened by the tragic escalation of from an affected region — with compassion

hostilities and gross human rights violations in to agree on the best way to manage their

the region and beyond.? We recognize that the workload and manuscripts, especially when

pursuit of knowledge and the integrity of internet access is limited.

scholarly communication are deeply imperilled  « We encourage journals to consider extend-

by armed conflict. We extend our support to all ing deadlines for authors and reviewers in

those striving to uphold academic and editorial these regions. If a corresponding author is

standards under extraordinarily difficult unreachable, editors should consider

cicumstances. temporarily transferring that role to a co-

L. . author located outside the region to ensure
Our vision is to nurture a network united by a 8

passion for quality and integrity. We believe research progress is not stalled.

that research and scholarly publishing » Although we champion editorial excellence

and support individuals, EASE, as a matter
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of its institutional policy, does not support

Z )
or partner with entities funded or con-
trolled by states engaged in acts of aggres- e,
sion that violate international law and UN

Are Brean
EASE Vice President

resolutions.

Through ongoing improvement and integrity

in everything we do, we aim to help build

lasting trust in research and scholarly publish-

ing, even — and especially — during times of

global crisis and recovery afterwards.>® Prof. Cem Uzun

EASE Past President
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